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CHRIST'S DEATH 


A 


PROPITIATORY SACRIFICKH. 


**Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: foras- 
much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corrupt- 
ible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers; but with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: who verily was foreordained before the foun- 
dation of the world.’’ 1 Pet. 1: 17-20. 


Sr. Perer was emphatically the apostle to 
the circumcision. Taught himself by heavenly 
vision, at the very commencement of his min- 
istry, that through the death of his Lord the 
wall of separation between Jew and Gentile 


was for ever destroyed, and that henceforth 
the true seed of faithful Abraham would be 


«> 
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found among the circumcised in heart of every 
nation, he seems, notwithstanding, to have been 
chosen of God to labor more especially among 
his own countrymen. For some years his apos- 
tolic duties were limited to Jerusalem, and its 
immediate neighborhood ; and it appears prob- 
able that subsequently, in the different coun- 
tries which he visited, his efforts were more 
especially directed to the conversion of the 
scattered remnant of Israel after the flesh; so 
that St. Paul’s description of his commission 
was applicable, not to one portion only, but 
to the whole of his ministerial career: “The 
gospel of the circumcision was committed unto 
Peter; for God wrought effectually in Peter 
_ to the apostleship of the circumcision.” Gal. 
2:7, 8. Hence we find, as we might have 
expected, frequent indications in St. Peter’s 
epistles, that he was conscious that he was 
addressing persons by whom any reference to 
Old Testament history, or Jewish ceremonies, 
would be fully understood. In the text we 
have two such incidental allusions. 

As the apostle exhorted his Jewish converts 
to pass the remainder of their earthly course 


A PROPITIATORY SACRIFICE. 7 


in the reverential fear of God, on the plea that 
they had been delivered from the “ vain con- 
versation received by tradition” from their 
fathers, their thoughts would naturally revert 
with gratitude to the manner in which the glad 
tidings of the gospel had set them free from 
the intolerable yoke of ceremonial observan- 
ces—a yoke imposed by the pharisaic pride of 
their nation, which, under pretence of honor- 
ing the law of God, had obscured all the grace 
of its promises, and debased the holiness of its 
precepts. 

The other allusion of the text is, not to any 
perversion of God’s law by human tradition, 
but to the Mosaic law itself. It directs atten- 
tion to its ordinances as the shadow, and but 
the passing shadow, of the lasting and substan- 
tial blessing purchased by the Lamb of. God: 
“Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold; but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.” The lamb of daily sacrifice, 
which, morning and evening, was offered up as 
a propitiation for the daily sins of the whole 
people of Israel, was purchased by the united 
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bells 
codttos of the nation. 'The command of 


Jehovah was, that each of the children of 
Israel should yearly pay a half-shekel as a 
“ransom for his soul unto the Lord;” and 
Moses was directed to take the “atonement 
money,” as it is termed, “that it may be a me- 
morial unto the children of Israel before the 
Lord, to make an atonement for your souls.” 
Exod. 30: 11-16. 
Now any thoughtful Israelite must have 
known full well that it was not this corrupti- 
ble silver and gold which could effectually 
release the soul from its daily contracted load 
of guilt. The very terms of the ordinance 
represented it but as a memorial-—the remem- 
brancer to each of God’s people that the soul 
of the sinner needed a price to be paid for its 
ransom; but a price as precious as the soul 
itself was precious—‘ atonement money” 
infinite in value as the sins of the people were 
countless. ; 
Nor was it the blood of whole flocks and 
herds, purchased with the accumulated half- 
shekels of the congregation, which could con- 
vey to the contrite heart the assurance of par- 
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don and safety. The careless might remain 
satisfied that they had secured the atonement 
for their souls, when they had paid the fixed 
price, and beheld the victim sacrificed in their 
behalf; but the earnest and intelligent would 
not thus easily find peace. St. Paul appeals 
to his countrymen, whether it were not a self- 
evident fact which it was vain to dispute, that 
it was “not possible that the blood of bulls and 
of goats should take away sins.” Heb. 10:4. 
The efficacy of the sacrifice consisted in its — 
being the figure and pledge of a better sacri- 
fice yet to come. Many a humble servant of 
God was enabled, during this typical dispen- 
sation, to decipher enough of the obscure char- 
acters in which the promises of God were 
written, and to discover that, through the suf- 
ferings of a Messiah, his sins, though they 
were “red like crimson,” might “be as wool.” 
Isa. 1:18. Many could rejoice with Abraham, 
John 8:56, and David, Psa. 16, and Isaiah, 
Isa. 53, and Daniel, Dan. 9:26, in this dim 
and distant prospect of the day of Christ, and 
could wait in patience and faith and hope for 
the fulness of time, when Zion’s King and Sav- 
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iour should be led as a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter, that his soul might be made an offering 
for sin. 

Before I pass on to notice the manner in 
which the reference in the text to the Jewish 
sacrifices fixes and illustrates the meaning of 
the language employed to describe the nature 
of the redemption effected by the Lamb of 
God, I would remind you how important are 
these and similar allusions to the rites ordained 
in the Old Testament, so frequently occurring 
in the New Testament, as proving that each is 
in perfect harmony with the other ; or rather, 
_ that both are consistent parts of that one 
covenant of grace by which everlasting life is 
offered to mankind by Christ. The New Tes- 
tament is not a revelation of new truth, which 
had never before been communicated to man 
from heaven. It is the fuller and clearer exhi- 
bition of the same truth on which patriarchs 
and prophets rested for salvation. They dis- 
covered by patient watching the faint shad- 
ows of the rising of the Sun of righteousness, — 
whose meridian beams guide and ‘cheer our 
steps in the way of life. Still it was not a 


A PROPITIATORY SACRIFICE. 11 


different light, but only a different degree of 
light, which was vouchsafed to them; while 
the partial light they possessed, and the clearer 
light we enjoy, was the direct gift of God, and 
not acquired by any increasing intelligence in 
the human race. 

For, with regard to religious truth, if its 
one and only safe foundation be a direct reve- 
lation from God, it is manifest that it cannot 
be changed except by another express revela- 
tion. Nor can its meaning vary with the vary- 
ing conditions of human society ; but it stands 
forth the same unshaken pillar of truth, the 
word of God which cannot pass away, amid 
all the shiftings of human opinion, and the 
often revived and as often exploded specula- 
tions of a philosophy “falsely so called.” 
Whatever was the method by which a sinner 
might be reconciled to God and reach his 
heavenly kingdom, which Jehovah revealed to 
_ Moses, remains still the one way of salvation, 
unless God by a direct revelation has made 
known another way. Whatever was the doc- 
trinal teaching of our Lord and his apostles, 
' when sinners drew near to ask what they must 
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do to be saved, continues to this hour to be the 
knowledge which can alone make us wise unto 
salvation. There is not one gospel for one 
age, and another gospel for another ; still less 
can the one gospel—which is intentionally 
written in such plain characters “that the 
wayfaring men, though fools, may not err 
therein” —assume a different phase, and incul- 
cate a different doctrine at different periods 
of the world’s history, and bend itself to be 
moulded into any convenient shape which the 
pride, or the ignorance, or the corruption of 
man may dictate. No; the gospel which sup- 
ported Abel unto death, Heb. 11:4, which en- 
abled Enoch to walk with God, and to look 
forward to the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
with ten thousand of his saints, Jude 14, and 
which imparted a faith to many a saint of old, 
by which he overcame the world, is still our 
gospel; for Christ came not to destroy the law 
and the prophets, but to fulfil. We behold by 
faith the same Lamb of God to whom the ear- 
~ liest saints looked also by faith; although we 
are enabled, in the brighter mirror of the New 

_ Testament scriptures, to discern in clearer out 
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line the glory of the Redeemer’s person and the 
perfection of his work. 

Nor is the reason doubtful why the gospel 
must be the same in doctrine from age to age. 
For itis the manifestation to man of the divine 
will, which is “the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever.” It is God’s remedy for a class of 
human miseries and perils which do not alter 
with the intellectual advancement or deteriora- 
tion of the human race. Man’s nature is still 
as sinful, his guilt as great, his good resolu- 
tions as feeble now as they were in the day 
when sin first entered into the world. Jeho- 
vah is still as glorious in holiness; his justice 
as perfect; his goodness from everlasting to 
everlasting. Since, then, the Lord changeth 
not, Mal. 3:6, and the spiritual necessities of 
man from generation to generation are the 
same, there needs no change in the method by 
which God has ordained that man should be 
redeemed from eternal death; and the one 
grand theme which pervades the word of God, 
from the first promise to fallen Adam down to 
the last words of ‘the canon of Scripture, is 
the exhibition of that mystery of godliness by 
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which God can be “just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus.” Rom. 3:26. 

But the reference of the apostle in the text 
to sacrifices, with which they to whom he wrote 
had been familiar from their earliest infancy, 
is also of value as exhibiting the true meaning 
of the terms he himself employs in describing 
the blessings obtained for sinners by the death 
of Christ. 5 

Would we desire to ascertain with certainty 
the view of the nature of our Lord’s atone- 
ment which the Holy Ghost, by the pen of St. 
Peter, intended to convey when he used the 
expression, “Redeemed with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot,” we are enabled to do so by pre- 
senting to our minds the sense in which the 
Hebrew converts would understand the words. 
They were, most of them, men of simple, un- 
educated minds, unaccustomed to discuss the 
grammatical origin of the terms used, or to 
discover hidden beneath the subtleties of lan- 
guage a different doctrine from that which at 
first sight seemed propounded. But they were 
men who loved and revered their Old Testa- 
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ment scriptures, and who counted it their chief 
privilege, as children of Israel, that unto them 
“were committed the oracles of God.” Rom. 
8:2. How then would such persons, conver- 
sant with the Levitical law, interpret the apos- 
tle’s language? Could they fail of discerning 
the allusion to the sacrifice of atonement, of 
the lamb offered daily on the altar? Could 
they err in following out the parallel between 
the type and the antitype, and in learning, 
from the essential features of the Jewish sacri- 
fice, the nature of the redemption through the 
more precious blood of the true Lamb of God? 

What then are the more remarkable charac- 
teristics of the daily burnt-offering, which 
would rivet the attention of any one desirous 
to read, through the outward sign, the spirit- 
ual grace of which it testified? There stood 
in his sight a living animal without blemish, on 
which the priest’s hand was laid as the repre- 
sentative of the people; and when the life of 
the victim had been taken, and its blood shed, 


then was the whole to be burnt as a “sweet. 


savor” to the Lord, the sign that Jehovah was 
once more able to view the offerers with favor. 
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So also, when any individual brought his 
burnt-offering, his first act was to place his 
hand upon the head of the victim devoted to 
death. Ley. 1:4. He thus identified himself 
with it. He acknowledged that his own life 
had become due, on account of disobedience, to 
God’s justice, and that he could only be spared 
by the life of another being substituted for his. 
And when the blood of the harmless victim 
was poured out, and sprinkled round about the 
altar, if was a witness, to those in whose be- 
half it was shed, both of mercy and of judg- 
ment. It declared in clearest characters how 
dreadful was the desert of sin, how nothing 
short of the life’s blood could make satisfac- 
tion for it; and yet it told of the grace of God 
in suffering the sinner, worthy of death, to 
escape his doom by means of a victim on which 
was laid the penalty in his stead. 

This is no fanciful interpretation by modern 
theologians of figures which conveyed no such 
ideas to the persons who, thousands of years 
aco, offered the sacrifices. Jor the same au- 
thority which had commanded the sacrifice, 
had declared in many passages, and in no un- 
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certain terms, its true design, in such language ~ 
as this: “The life of the flesh is in-the blood: — 
and I have given it to you upon the altar to 
make an atonement for your souls; for it is 
the blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul.” Lev. 17:11. Hence the pious Jew, 
when he saw the blood flow round the altar 
from the innocent victim provitted’ @s his sub- 
stitute, learned, to his soul’s peace, that while 
God’s abhorrence of sin was infinite, his pity 
for the sinner was as large, and that by a 
means of Jehovah’s own appointment, the 
guilty rebel might be reconciled to God and 
obtain remission of sins. 

It is not, however, only the sacrifice of burnt- 
offering which was thus a shadow to the Old 
Testament church of better things to come. 
Any who examine, even superficially, the direc- 
tions given to the Jews concerning their sac- 
rifices, and the accompanying declarations of 
their purport, can hardly doubt that these sac- 
rifices, whether rightly or wrongly, must have 
been considered by the Jews as vicarious and 
propitiatory. What, they must have under- 
stood by atonement was, that the victim stood 


Atonement. 2 
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in their place, and was-accepted in their be- 
half; that the efficacy of their sacrifice con- 
sisted in the shedding of the blood; and that 
it was consequent upon that shedding of blood 
that the punishment which they deserved was 
remitted, and they were counted righteous 
before God. | 

Now, if* thfs view of sacrifice were a false 
one, derogatory to God’s character, and based 
upon a perversion of the language of Serip- 
ture, it would surely follow that when all 
these varied types had met their fulfilment in 
the redemption of the world by the Lamb of 
God, the apostles, who would be preserved 
from the influence of error, inasmuch as they 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 
would carefully avoid any expression which 
might have a tendency to perpetuate these 
erroneous opinions respecting the nature of 
atonement, and would set themselves strenu- 
ously to oppose and refute a doctrine which 
would entirely mislead their converts as to 
the nature of the hope set before them in the 
gospel. If the chief design of the incarnation 
of the Son of God was to exhibit to mankind 


A PROPITIATORY SACRIFICE. 19 


a being clothed with our humanity, who did in 
our flesh submit his will entirely to the divine 
will, and offer an obedience without blemish, 
even to the yielding up of his body to the pain- 
ful and shameful death of the cross, that hence- 


forth the sinner might read in his mission to ~ 


earth how gracious and loving our heavenly 
Father is; and learning, in his perfect con- 
formity to the law of holiness, how every man 
too may burst the chain of his sins; then assur- 
edly we should find the apostles never refer- 
ring to those sacrifices except to expose this 
fundamental misconception arising from them, 
and as constantly warning believers against 
entertaining exaggerated conceptions of the 
efficacy of Christ’s death, and erroneously 
making this one act in the Saviour’s life the 
substance of the Christian’s faith, the basis of 
the Christian’s hope. 

Now is this the characteristic teaching of 
the apostolic epistles? We naturally turn first 
to an epistle addressed specially to Hebrews, 
the primary object of which is to exhibit the 
nature and perfection of the priesthood of 
Christ by a reference to Levitical institutions. 


» 


.* 
~~ 
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There we read that, “while almost all things 
are by the law purged with blood, so Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of many,” 
Heb. 9:22, 28; that the “new and living 
way,” by which sinners have boldness to enter 
into God’s presence, is “by the blood of Jesus.” 
Heb. 10:19, 20. If we turn, again, to an epis- 
tle addressed to a church in which there was 
a considerable proportion of Jewish converts, 
we find an elaborate statement of the univer- 
sality and greatness of human sinfulness, that 
there may be exhibited more clearly the suffi- 
ciency of that remedy which God’s love had 
provided; while the remedy is stated, some- 
times in a continuous argument throughout 
many verses, sometimes in a brief sentence, to 
be, that “when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son;” 
that “ Christ died for the ungodly ;” that he 
“was delivered for our offences.” Rom. 5:6, 
10; 4:25. The same doctrine is stated as dis- 
tinctly in St. Paul’s other epistles. ‘To the 
Galatians he writes, ‘“ Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us.” Gal. 3:18. Not only are the pre- 
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cepts of the law fulfilled by man’s Redeemer, 
but its penalty is submitted to for man’s sake, 
and the punishment endured of all it threat- 
ened. Of the same character is the doctrinal 
teaching addressed to the Corinthians: “ Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures.” 
“He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of Godin him.” 1 Cor. 15:3; 2 Cor. 
5 +21. 

Nor can it be affirmed that this remarkable 
phraseology, descriptive of our Lord’s obla- 
tion of himself, is peculiar to the writings of 
one apostle. It is the language of them all. 
Their Master’s solemn words at his last supper 
could never be effaced from their hearts, and 
formed the key-note of all their preaching— 
that his blood was “shed for many for the 
remission of sins.”. Matt. 26:28. Hence we 
find St. Peter, in the epistle in which the text 
occurs, further reminding his converts that 
Christ “his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree;” and again, “ Christ also 
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the un- 
just, that he might bring us to God.” 1 Pet. 
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2:24: 3:18. In like manner St. John de- 
clares it to be the doctrine which they who 
walk in the light will receive as a message 
from God, that “the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin,’ 1 John 1:5-7; 
while in the opening to the book of Revelation 
we find evidence that the doctrine he thus 
taught was the joy of his own heart, and that 
the mere mention of the Redeemer kindled in 
his soul the most fervent thanksgiving “unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood.” Rev. 1:6. 

Thus is the plain language of the New Tes- 
tament in perfect harmony with the emblematic 
teaching of the Old respecting the propitiatory 
nature of the atonement. © 'This peculiar doc- 
trine, dimly shadowed forth in Abel’s earliest 
sacrifice, and developed with increasing clear- 
ness from age to age, became in the latter days, 
after Christ had given his flesh for the life of 
the world, the subject to which the apostles in 
their preaching and writing attached the most 
paramount importance; so that Christ cruci- 
fied was the summary of their own teaching 
and of their converts’ faith; while, on account 
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of its opposition to the prejudices of human 
pride, it formed the chief stumbling-block to 
Jewish and Gentile reception of the truth as 
it is in Jesus. R98 

May we not further assert of this doctrine of 
redemption by “the precious blood of Christ,” 
that while it is still found as unpalatable as 
ever to the carnal mind, it is the one truth 
which holds: out substantial hope to the sin- 
convinced, and imparts energy to the weak? 
It may be well, indeed, to tell me of a living 
Redeemer, who, as man, triumphed over every 
form of sin and temptation, and lovingly calls 
me to do as he did, and to mortify, even to cru- 
cifixion, the flesh with its affections and lusts. 
I feel this to be true and right; but if this be 
all the light and help which I can gain from 
Christ’s mission to earth, it leaves me helpless 
and hopeless as before. For my spiritual con- 
dition is one of guilt as well as of weakness. 
AsI search into my real state, as one who must 
shortly appear before God, my conscience is 
weighed down by a sense of criminality, as 
well as my heart grieved by a sense of enmity. 
Not only do I fail each day in the extent of 
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obedience to God’s holy law, which I promise 
and desire to fulfil, and seem to discover a 
larger amount of failure in every respect, the 
more carefully I strive after perfection ; but as 
I look back on each day of my life, I discern 
an accumulating load of transgression, the 
weight of which is grievous and the burden 
intolerable. And though I know that he to 
whom I must give account is my loving Father, 
I know too that he is my just judge; one whose 
wrath must be manifested against sin, however 
much he may pity the transgressor. Thus 
knowing the terrors of the Lord, I find no ref- 
uge from the arrows of divine justice in learn- 
ing that Jesus was holy and harmless and un- 
defiled ; and that if I war a good warfare as he 
did, I shall come forth from the conflict as vic- 
torious as he did. This may be a cheering war- 
cry from the Captain of our salvation to those 
already strong: and holy; but what can it do 
for me, who am vile and without strength? I 
need a Saviour who will make a change in my 
outward circumstances as regards my lability 
to the claims of a broken law, as well as make 
a change in my ability to shun evil. I need 
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an immunity from the penalty of past guilt—a 
righteousness freely conferred upon me, which 
may insure my acceptance before a righteous 
God. And what my soul pants after, it finds 
that Jehovah’s love has provided. I learn, on 
the warrant of God’s own word, that Emman- 
uel has satisfied, in my behalf, the inviolable 
claims of God’s justice; so that while the moral 
government of a righteous Sovereign is vindi- 
cated by the atonement, the guilty sinner is 
placed in a new condition with respect to that 
holy Judge who scans his most secret faults. 
“By the obedience of one shall many ”—the 
multitude of believers—‘ be made righteous.” 
Rom. 5:19. Like the guest admitted to the 
feast because he is clad in the wedding-gar- 
ment provided by the munificence of the king 
himself, the sinner is accepted before God be- 
cause his iniquities have been laid upon his 
Redeemer, and the Saviour’s righteousness by 
faith becomes his own. Hence it is that the 
sin-accused conscience finds “peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. 5:1. 
For although the more it contemplates the per- 

fection of Jehovah’s nature, the more it discoy- 
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ers, in the light of God’s dazzling purity, how 
vast is human guilt, how worthless all human 
merit, it discovers also, that while sin has been 
fully punished, the contrite sinner is effectually 
redeemed with the precious blood of the Lamb 
of God. 

Is it any wonder, then, that the trembling 
criminal should be loath to have plucked 
roughly from his grasp this only staff on which 
he feels he can lean safely? Can he be pre- 
vailed upon to part easily with a doctrine 
which his own experience and God’s word 
alike testify to be his one plea, his one hope? 
No; from age to age has the church of God 
held fast the scriptural doctrine of the atone- 
ment, while the individual members of that 
church have built their faith upon this tried 
foundation laid in Zion, and have not been con- 
founded. With God’s word in their hands, 
their eyes have been continually fixed on the 
Lamb of God as their propitiation ; and through 
the vicarious efficacy of Christ’s death have 
they been enabled to live in humble faith, and 
to die in steadfast hope ; assured that in a bet- 
ter world they shall know even more of the 
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surpassing love of their Saviour, and shall, by 
virtue of his atonement, enjoy the bliss of per- 
fect holiness in the presence of God. 

Upon what plea then is it, that we are re- 
quired to reject a truth which, in life and death, 
the saints of God have proved to be “a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation ;” and are 
called upon to embrace another gospel which 
is opposed to the letter of Scripture and to the 
faith of every orthodox. church? The reason 
assigned is no new one. It is borrowed from 
the Socinians, and is urged almost in their very 
words. It is that the doctrine of the atone- 
ment represents the divine Being as taking 
pleasure in suffering; and that any theological 
system based upon the principle that the death 
of one being can make satisfaction for the trans- 
gression of another, is repugnant to the “in- 
ward consciousness of man.” 

Perhaps, with reference to this painful con- 
troversy, the caution may not be needless to 
suard against receiving a statement of what is 
the scriptural and orthodox doctrine of the 
atonement from the, lips or writings of oppo- 
nents. It isan old and subtle artifice of the 
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impuegners of Scripture to attempt to subvert 
the truth by slight, but not unimportant mis- 
statements of it. Sometimes unconsciously, 
sometimes intentionally, by the introduction of 
a word or two, the language is exaggerated 
and misinterpreted of those who are contend- 
ing for the faith once delivered to the saints; 
and while the opponent triumphantly dilates 
upon the terms he has himself introduced, as 
irrational and repulsive, the unwary listener is 
gradually persuaded to believe that the gener- 
ally received doctrine of the atonement is it- 
self irrational and repulsive, solely because its 
coarsely drawn caricature is shown to be so. 
But even if the charges of the objectors to 
the scriptural doctrine of the atonement were 
well founded; even though it were true that, 
in representing God as reconciled to man by 
the death of his Son, we represented him as 
being, without that precious sacrifice, pitiless 
and vindictive; still, if such doctrine were 
fully borne out by the word of God, we would 
say, Perish for ever the thought that God’s 
character is to be interpreted by man’s concep- 
tions of right and wrong, rather than by his 
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own revelation of himself. Shall the ignorant 
creature not only presumptuously ask, “ Why 
hast thou made me thus?” but with still more 
blasphemous boldness demand, “ Why art thou 
thus ?” and not rather fall back upon the rea- 
soning of the apostle: “Nay but, O man, who 
art thou that repliest against God,” Rom. 9: 20, 
and in the pride of thy heart canst not believe 
that there may be secret things which belong 
to the Lord thy God, Deut. 29:29, and that 
his ways are higher than your ways, and his 
thoughts than your thoughts? Isa. 55:9. 
While, however, in the examination of the 
deep things of God, the loftiness of intellectual 
pride often needs to confess, “ Clouds and dark- 
ness are round about him,” Psa. 97:2, with re- 
spect to the doctrine of the atonement there is 
no such difficulty in reconciling it with what 
we elsewhere gather from Scripture concerning 
the character of God, inasmuch as the apparent 
opposition is the creation of man, and not de- 
rived from revelation. For the Scriptures no- 
where represent God as implacable, but as hay- 
_ ing from the beginning so loved the world as 
to have planned and completed the atonement ; 
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having preordained, as the text states, before 
the foundation of the world, the shedding of 
the precious blood of the Lamb of God as the 
price of man’s redemption. Thus in the coye- 
nant of grace God is proved holy and just and 
good, and every attribute of Jehovah is magni- 
fied and made honorable. It is the constant 
failing of man’s limited intelligence to attempt 
to exalt one attribute of Jehovah by the sur- 
render of another, and to throw light upon his ” 
love by veiling his justice. But the salvation 
of the gospel, while it immeasurably heightens 
the glory of each attribute, exhibits them all in 
perfect harmony; so that each sheds a lustre 
on the rest, and “mercy and truth are met to- 
gether; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other.” Psa. 85:10. Oh, where can we 
find set forth in more awful reality the immu- 
tability of God’s threats, the severity of his 
justice, his infinite abhorrence of sin, than in 
the simple narrative of the agony and bloody 
sweat, the cross and passion of God’s coequal 
Son? Yet whence can we derive more over- 
whelming evidence of divine mercy and love, 
than from the contemplation of the Lamb of - 
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God pouring forth his “precious blood” for our 
redemption? Thus in the atonement the attri- 
butes of Jehovah are each of them more fully 
displayed. Man’s redemption derived its ori- 
gin from their harmonious combination ; its 
execution is the work and result of them all. 
The finished salvation of God’s elect will glo- | 
rify them all throughout eternity ; for the song, © 
ever new, everlasting, of thousands of thou- 
sands of angels and elders round about the 
throne, is, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” 
Rey. 5: 12. 

Suffer me, then, to press upon you the incal- 
culable importance of holding fast, in all sim- 
plicity and integrity, the form of sound words 
which you have received, not by the uncertain 
tradition of your fathers, but by the unvary- 
ing testimony of holy Scripture. It may be 
_ we have reached the confines of those last per- 
ilous days, in which iniquity and error shall 
abound, and when false doctrine will be ren- 
dered more attractive ahi dangerous by the 
intelligence and earnestness and moral worth 
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of its misguided expounders. In such case 
there is but one safe test of truth and error: 
“To the law, and to the testimony: if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.” Isa. 8:20. Seek 
to have your minds fully convinced of the di- 
vine authority. of the word of God. Study 
carefully the varied evidence of its inspiration. 
Suffer not your thoughts to be diverted from 
the essential point you have to ascertain, name- 
ly, that “all Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God,” by unprofitable discussions as to the 
exact mode and extent to which the holy men 
of old were moved by the Holy Ghost in what 
they wrote; for these details are not among 
the. things revealed to us. What is revealed 
most clearly is the fact that “all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God,” 2 Tim. 3:16; 
and this inspiration differing in essence, and 
not in mere measure and degree, from any gra- 
cious influence by which gifted men are enabled 
by their writings to commend truth to men’s 
consciences. So that the Bible is not only in- 
comparably the best of many good books, but 
it is a book altogether unlike other books, in 
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that it is the one direct, infallible, authorita- 
tive communication of God’s will to man, al- 
though we may in vain speculate on the precise 
limits or mode in which the thoughts of the 
human penmen were guided and controlled. 
All that you need to be convinced of is, that 
_ God spoke “at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners” by the writers of the canon of Scripture ; 
so that in it is contained whatever is “profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness ;” then, receiy- 
ing “with meekness the engrafted word, which 
is able to save your souls,” James 1 : 21, follow 
with undoubting faith and unreserved obedi- 
ence this law of God, which will be a sure light 
to your feet amid all the snares of false doc- 
trine or evil living. 

Expect not, however, to be able to do this 
without. exposing yourself to some ridicule and 
opposition. The bold pretensions to superior 
intelligence of false teachers, and the apparent 
novelty of their statements, will ever prevail 
on many to side with them; while the doctrine 
of the atonement will always be so humiliating 
to human pride, that a the carnal mind there 
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will appear in Christ crucified no beauty that 
it should desire him. Be not, then, afraid of 
being pitied as the slave of old-fashioned prej- 
udices, and despised as a person of weak and 
contracted powers of mind, because you receive 
with deepest reverence and implicit faith “ev- 
ery word which proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” Be not ashamed of counting the cross 
of Christ your glory, and of esteeming the val- 
ue of his blood-shedding as beyond all price. 
Rather let the memorable words of Hooker 
respecting Christ’s atonement be expressive of 
your firm resolve: “Let it be counted folly, or 
phrenzy, or fury, or whatsoever, it is our com- 
_ fort and our wisdom. We care for no know- 
ledge in the world but this: that man hath sin- 
ned, and God hath suffered; that God hath 
made himself the sin of man, and that men are 
made the righteousness of God.’’* 

Suffer me, finally, to remind you that the 
heartfelt reception of this doctrine will con- 
strain you, as the text asserts, to “pass the 
time of your sojourning here in fear”—that 
godly, childlike fear, which will enhance ey 
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ery joy of life, and mitigate every sorrow, be- 
cause it will enable you to live continually in 
the light of God’s countenance. Yes, he who 
has learned to his soul’s peace how precious is 
the blood of the Lamb of God, gladly yields 
himself soul and body to be washed in it from 
all uncleanness. ‘The world’s practices, the 
world’s maxims, the world’s pleasures, are re- 
nounced for Christ’s sake. They who with 
truest heart are ever looking to Jesus as the 
Author and Finisher of their faith, will ever 
be found the most diligent and patient in run- 
ning the race set before them, “laying aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset” them. Let this, then, be one evidence 
to ourselves and to others, that we hold the 
true faith. Let us commend sound doctrine to 
the wavering, by exhibiting the influence of 
that doctrine in moulding our own characters 
into conformity with the mind that was in 
Christ Jesus. Let us defend sound doctrine 
from the assaults of adversaries, by proving in 
our daily lives its infinite superiority to any 
false system in producing the fruits of right- | 
eousness and true holiness. If we appeal, and 
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with justice, to the comparative results of the 
religion of the Bible above any religion of hu- 
man construction, and maintain that the indi- 
vidual who takes the Bible as his rule of faith 
and practice will be found more unselfish, more 
pure in motive and blameless in life, than those 
who declare themselves as much dissatisfied 
with the morality of the Bible as they are op- 
posed to its doctrines, then let us not contra- 
dict our words by our deeds, but while we © 
thankfully rejoice that Christ died for our sins, 
let us constantly remember that “he died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him which died 
for them.” 2 Cor. 5:15. 
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‘Having slain the enmity thereby.’”’ Eph. 2:16. 


Tue subject for consideration is, how it is 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ suits its appli- 
cation to our great moral disease. 

The necessity of some singular expedient for 
restoring the love of God to the alienated heart 
of man, will appear from the utter impossibility 
of bringing this about by any direct application 
of authority whatever. For, do you think that 
the delivery of the law of love in his hearing, 
as a positive and indispensable enactment com- 
ing forth from the legislature of heaven, will 
do it? You may as well pass a law making it 
imperative upon him to delight in pain, and to 
feel comfort on a bed of torture. Or do you 
think that you will ever give a practical estab- 
lishment to the law of love by surrounding it 
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with accumulated penalties? This may irri- 
tate, or it may terrify; but for the purpose of 
begetting any thing like attachment, one may 
as well think of lashing another into tender 
regard for him. Or do you think that the ter- 
rors of the coming vengeance will ever incline 
a human being to love the God who threatens 
him? Powerful as these terrors are in per- 
suading man to turn from the evil of his ways, 
they most assuredly do not form the artillery _ 
by which the heart ‘of man can be carried. 
They draw not forth a single affection, but the 
affection of fear. They never can charm the 
human bosom into a feeling of attachment to 
God. And it goes to prove the necessity of 
some singular expedient for restoring man to 
fellowship with his Maker—that the only obe- 
dience on which this fellowship can be perpet- 
uated is an obedience which no threatenings 
can force, to which no warnings of displeasure 
can reclaim, which all the solemn proclama- 
tions of law and justice cannot carry, and all 
the terrors and severities of a sovereignty rest- 
ing on power as its only foundation can never 
subdue. The utterance of the words, Thou 
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shalt love the Lord thy God, or perish ever- 
lastingly, can no more open the shut and alien- 
ated heart of man, than it can open a gate of 
iron. Multiply these arguments of terror as 
you may; arm them with tenfold energy, and 
make them to fall in thunder on the sinner’s 
ears; tell him of the God of judgment, and 
manifest to him the frown of His angry counte- 
nance; lay before him the grim aspect of his 
impending death, and spread a deeper mantle 


of despair over the vast field of that eternity 


which is on the other side of it: you may dis- 
quiet him, and right that he should be disqui- 
eted; you may prevail upon him to give up 
many evil doings, and right that the whole ur- 
gency of the coming wrath should be employed 
to make him give them up immediately ; you 
may set him trembling at the power of God, 
and better this than spending his guilty career 
in thoughtlessness and unconcern about the 
_ great Lawgiver; but where, in the midst of all 
this, shall we find obedience to the very first 
and greatest commandment of the law? Has 
this obedience been yet so much as entered on? 
Has love to God so much as reached the infan- 
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ey of its existence in that heart which is now 
beginning to be agitated by its terrors? Amid 
all the bitterness of remorse, and all the fear- 
ful looking for of judgment, and all the rest- 
less anxieties of conscious guilt and anticipated 
vengeance, tell us if a single particle of tender- 
ness towards God has any place in this rest- 
less and despairing bosom? Tell us if it act 
as an element at all in this wild war of turbu- 
lence and disorder? Or has it yet begun to 
dawn. upon the mind, and spread its salutary 
and composing charm over that dark scene of 
conflict, under which many a sinner has to sus- 
tain the burden of the wearisome nights that 
are appointed to him? You may seek for love 
to God throughout all the chambers of his 
heart, and seek in vain. The man may be act- 
ing such reformations as he is driven to, and 
may be clothing himself in such visible decen- 
cies as he feels himself compelled to put on, 
and may be laboring away at the drudgery of 
such observances as he thinks will give him re- 
lief from the corrosions of that undying worm 
which never ceases to goad him with its re- 
proaches; but as to the love of God, there is 
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as grim and determined an exclusion of this 
principle as ever; that avenue to his heart has 
never been unidsiioil through which it might 
be made to find its way; every former argu- 
ment, so far from having dissolved the barrier, 
has only served to rivet and to make it more 
immovable. And the difficulty still hes upon 
us—How are we to deposit in the heart of man 
the only right principle of obedience to God, 
and to lead him onward in the single way of a 
pure and spiritual and substantial repentance? 

Here then is a case of difficulty, and in the 
Bible God is said to have lavished the riches 
of his unsearchable wisdom on the business of 
managing it. No wonder that to his angels it 
appeared a mystery, and that they desired to 
look into it. It appears a matter of direct and 
obvious facility to intimidate man, and to bring 
his body into a forced subordination to all the 
requirements. But the great matter was, how 
to attach man—how to work in him a liking to 
God and a relish for his character; or in other 
words, how to communicate to human obedi- 
ence that principle, without which it is no obe- 
dience at all; to make him serve God because 
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he loved him; and to run in the way of all his 
commandments because this was the thing in 
which he greatly delighted himself. To lay 
upon us the demand of satisfaction for his vio- 
lated law, could not do it. To press home the 
claims of justice upon’ any sense of authority 
within us, could not doit. To bring forward, in 
threatening array, the terrors of his judgment 
and of his power against us, could not doit. To 
unveil the glories of that throne where he sitteth 
in equity, and manifests to his guilty creatures 
the awful inflexibilities of his truth and right- 
eousness, could not doit. To look out from the 
cloud of vengeance, and trouble our darkened 
souls, as he did those of the Egyptians of old, 
with the aspect of a menacing Deity, could not 
do it. To spread the field of an undone eter- 
nity before us, and tell us of those dreary abodes 
where each criminal has his bed in hell, and 
the centuries of despair which pass over him 
are not counted, because there no seasons roll, 
and the unhappy victims of the tribulation and 
the wrath and the anguish know that for the 
mighty burden of the sufferings which weigh 
upon them there is no end and no mitigation— 
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this prospect, appalling as it is, and coming 
home upon the belief with all the characters of 
the most immutable certainty, could not do it. 
The affections of the inner man remain as un- 
moved as ever, under the successive and repeat- 
ed influence of all these dreadful applications. 
There is not one of them which, instead of con- 
ciliating, does not stir up a principle of resist- 
ance; and subject any human creature to the 
treatment of them all, and to nothing else, and 
he may tremble at God, and shrink at the con- 
templation of God, and feel an overpowering 
awe at the thought of God, when that thought: 
visits him, but we maintain that not one par- 
ticle of influence has been sent into his heart to 
make him love God. . 

Under such applications as these, we can 
conceive the creature gathering a new energy 
from despair, and mustering up a stouter defi- 
ance than ever to the God who threatens him. 
Strange contest between the thing formed and 
Him who formed it; but we see it exhibited 
among the determined votaries of wickedness 
in life; and it is the very contest which gives 
its moral aspect to hell throughout all eternity. 
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There God reigns in vindictive majesty, and 
there every heart of every outcast, sheathed in 
impenetrable hardness, mutters its blasphemies 
against him. 

Oh, hideous and revolting spectacle! And 
how awful to think that the unreclaimed sons 
of profligacy, who pour along our streets and 
throng our markets, and form the fearful ma- 
jority in almost every chamber of business and 
in every workshop of industry, are thither 
speeding their infatuated way. What a wretch- 
ed field of contemplation is around us, when 
we see on every side of it the mutual encour- 
agement, the ever-plying allurements, the tacit, 
though effectual and well-understood combina- 
_ tion, sustaiming, over the whole face of this 
alienated world, a firm and systematic rebel- 
lion against God. Weare not offering an ex- 
aggerated picture when we say, that within 
reach of the walk of a single hour there are 
_ thousands and thousands more who have cast 
away from them the authority of God, and 
who have been neryed by all his threatenings 
into a more determined attitude of wicked- 
ness, and who glory in their unprincipled dis- 
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sipations; and who, without one sigh at the 
moving spectacle of ruined innocence, will, in 
‘the hearing of companions younger than them- 
selves, scatter their pestilential levities around 
them, and care not though the hope of parents 
and the yet unvitiated delicacy of youth shall 
wither and expire under the contagion of their 
ruffian example, and will patronize every step 
of that progress which leads from one depray- 
ity to another, till their ill-fated proselyte, 
made as much the child of hell as themselves, 
shall share in that common ruin which, in the 
great day of the revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, will come forth from the 
storehouse of his wrath, in one mighty tor- 
rent, on the heads of all who boast of their 
iniquity. 

We have now touched on the limits of a sub- 
ject of which half the horrors are untold, but 
through which the minister of the counsels of 
heaven must clear his intrepid way in spite of 
all its painfulness. We will not pursue it at 
present, but neither will we count the digres- 
sion out of place should a single parent among 
you be led from what we have now uttered, to” 
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be jealous over his children with a godly jeal- 
ousy, and not to suffer those for whose eternity 
he is so deeply responsible to take their ran- 
dom direction through society, just where the 
prospects of business and of worldly advantage 
may chance to carry them; to calculate on the 
possibilities of moral corruption, as well as on 
the possibilities of lucrative employment; to 
look well to exposures and acquaintances and 
hours of social entertainment, as well as to the 
commonplace object of a situation in the world. 
And when you talk of a good line for your chil- 
dren, just think a little more of the line that 
leads to eternity, and have a care lest you be 
the instrument of putting them on such a path 
of danger that it shall only be the very rarest 
miracle of grace that your young ones can be 
kept from falling, or be renewed again unto 
repentance. : 

But the difficulty in question still remains 
unresolved. How then is this regeneration to 
be wrought, if no threatenings can work it; 
if no terrors of judgment can soften the heart 
into that love of God which forms the chief 
feature of repentance; if all the direct appli- 
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cations of law and of righteous authority, and 
of its tremendous and immutable sanctions, so 
far from attaching man in tenderness to his 
God, have only the effect of impressing a vio- 
lent recoil upon all his affections, and by the 
hardening influence of despair, of stirring up 
in his bosom a more violent antipathy than 
ever? | 

Will the high and solemn. proclamations of 
a menacing Deity not do it? This is not the 
way in which the heart of man can be carried. 
He is so constituted, that the law of love can 
never, never be established within him by the 
engine of terror; and here is the barrier to 
this regeneration on the part of man. 

But if a threat of justice cannot do it, will 
an act of forgiveness do it? This again is not 
the way in which God can admit the guilty to 
acceptance. He is so constituted, that his truth 
cannot be trampled upon, and his government 
cannot be despoiled of its authority, and its 
sanctions cannot with impunity be defied, and 
every solemn utterance of the Deity cannot 
but find its accomplishment in such a way as 
may vindicate his glory, and make the whole 
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creation he has formed stand in awe of its al- 
mighty Sovereign. And here is another bar- 
rier on the part of God; and that economy of 
redemption, in which a dead and undiscerning 
world see no skilfulness to admire and no fea- 
ture of graciousness to allure, was so planned 
in the upper counsels of heaven that it makes 
known to principalities and powers the mani- 
fold wisdom of Him who devised it. 

The men of this infidel generation, whose 
every faculty is so bedimmed by the grossness 
of sense that they cannot lay hold of the reali- 
ties of faith, and cannot appreciate them—to 
them the barriers we have now insisted on, 
which lie in the way of man taking God into 
his love, and of God taking man into his ac- 
ceptance, may appear to be so many faint and 
shadowy considerations, of which. they feel not 
the significancy; but to the pure and intellect- . 
ual eye of angels they are substantial obsta- 
cles, and One mighty to save had to travail in 
the greatness of his strength in order to move 
them away. The Son of God descended from 
heayen, and- he took upon him the nature of 
man, and he suffered in his stead, and he con- 
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sented that the whole burden of offended jus- 
tice should fall upon him, and he bore in his 
own body on the tree the weight of all those 
accomplishments by which his Father behooved 
to be glorified ; and after having magnified the 
law and made it honorable, by pouring out his 
soul unto the death for us, he went up on high, 
and by an arm of everlasting strength levelled 
that wall of partition which lay across the path 
of acceptance; and thus it is that the barrier 
on the part of God is done away, and he with 
untarnished glory can dispense forgiveness over 
the whole extent of a guilty creation, because 
he can be just while he is the justifier of them 
who believe in Jesus. Rom. 3: 26. | 

And if the barrier on the part of God is 
thus moved aside, why not the barrier on the 
part of man? Does not the wisdom of redemp- 
tion show itself here also? Does it not em- 
‘brace some skilful contrivance, by which it 
penetrates those mounds that beset the human 
heart, and ward the entrance of the principle 
of love away from it, and which all-the direct 
applications of terror and authority have only 
the effect of fixing more immovably upon their 
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basis? Yes, it does; for it changes the aspect 
of the Deity towards man; and were man only 
to have faith in the announcements of the gos- 
pel, so as to see God with the eye of his mind 
under this new aspect, love to God would 
spring up in his heart as the unfailing conse- 
quence. Let man see God as he sets himself 
forth in this wonderful revelation, and let him 
believe the reality of what he sees, and he can-. 
not but love the Being he is employed in con- 
templating. 

Without this gospel, he may see Him to be a 
God of justice; but he cannot do this without 
seeing the frown of severity directed against 
himself, a wretched offender. With this gos- 
pel, he sees the full burden of violated justice 
borne away from him; and God stands before 
him unrobed of all his severities, and tenderly 
inviting him to draw near through that blood 
of atonement which was shed, the just for the 

unjust, to bring the sinner unto God. With- 
out this gospel, he may see the truth of God; 
but he sees it pledged to the fulfilment of the 
most awful threatenings against him. With 
this gospel, he sees the full weight of all these 
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accomplishments resting on the head of the 
great Sacrifice ; and God’s truth is.now fully 
embarked on the most cheering assurances of 
pardon, on the most liberal invitations of good 
will, on the most exceeding great and precious 
promises. Without this gospel, he may see the 
government of God leaning on the pillars of 
that immutability which upholds it; but this 
very immutability is to him the sentence of 
despair; and how can he love that face on 
which are stamped the characters of a stern 
and vindictive majesty? With this gospel, 
the face of God stands legibly revealed to him 
in other characters. That law which, resting 
on the solemn authority of its firm and unal- 
terable requirements, demanded a fulfilment up 
to the last jot and tittle of it, has been magni- 
fied and has been made honorable by one illus- 
trious Sufferer, who put forth the greatness of 
his strength in that dark hour of the travail of 
his soul when he bore the burden of all its pen- 
alties. That wrath which should have been 
discharged on the guilty millions he died for, 
was all concentrated upon him, who took upon 
himself the chastisement of our peace, and on 
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that day of mysterious agony drank to the very 
dregs the cup of our expiation. 

And God, who planned the whole work of 
this wonderful redemption—God, who in love 
to a guilty world sent his Son among us to 
accomplish it—God, who rather than lose his 
alienated creatures, as he could not strip his 
eternal throne of a single attribute that sup- 
ported it, awoke the sword of vengeance 
against his fellow, that on him the truth and 
the justice of the Deity might receive their 
most illustrious vindication—God, who, out of 
Christ, sits surrounded with all the darkness 
of unapproachable majesty, is now God in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, and 
not imputing unto them their trespasses, 2 Cor. 
5:19; his tender mercy is now free to rejoice 
amid all the glory of his other bright and un- 
tarnished perfections, and he pours the expres- 
sion of his tenderness with an unsparing hand 
over the whole extent of his sinful creation; 
and he lets himself down to the language of a 
beseeching supplicant, praying that each and 
every one of us might be reconciled unto him: 
and putting on a winning countenance of invi- 
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tation to the guiitiest of us all, he tells us that 
if we only come to him through the appointed 
Mediator, he will blot out, as a thick cloud, 
our transgressions; and that, as if carried 
away to a land that was not inhabited, he will 
make no more mention of them. 

_ And thus it is that the goodness of God de- 
stroys the enmity of the human heart. When 
every other argument fails, this, if perceived 
by the eye of faith, finds its powerful and per- 
suasive way through every barrier of resist- 
ance. Try to approach the heart of man by 
the instruments of terror and of authority, and 
it will disdainfully repel you. There is not 
one of you skilled in the management of human 
nature, who does not perceive that, though 
this may be a way. of working on the other 
principles of our constitution, of working on 
the fears of man, or on his sense of interest, 
this is not the way of gaining by a single hair- 
breadth on the attachments of his heart. Such 
a way may force, or it may terrify, but it never, 
mever can endear; and after all the threatening 
array of such an influence as this is brought to 
bear upon man, there is not one particle of ser- 
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vice it can extort from him, but what is all 
rendered in the spirit of a apie and reluc-— 
tant bondage. | 5 
Now this is not the service which prepares 
for heaven. . This is not the service which 
assimilates men to angels. This is not the 
obedience of those glorified spirits whose every 
affection harmonizes with their every perform- 
ance; and the very essence of whose piety con- 
sists of delight in God, and the love they bear 
tohim. To bring up man to such an obedience 
-as this, his heart behooved to be approached in 
a peculiar way ; and no such way is to be found 
but within the limits of the Christian revela- 
tion. There alone you see God, without injury 
to his other attributes, plying the heart of man 
with the irresistible argument of kindness. 
There alone do you see the great Lord of 
heaven and of earth setting himself forth to 
the most worthless and the most wandering of 
his children, putting forth his own hand to the 
work of healing the breach which sin had made 
between them, telling him that his word could 
not be set aside, and his threatenings could not 
be mocked, and his justice could not be defied 
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and trampled on, and that it was not possible 

_ for his perfections to receive the slightest taint 
- in the eyes of the creation he had thrown 
around him ; but that all this was provided for, 
and not a single creature within the compass 
of the universe he had formed could now say 
that forgiveness to man was degrading to the 
authority of God, and that by the very act of 
atonement, which poured a glory over all the 
high attributes of his character, his mercy 
might now burst forth without limit and with- . 
out control upon a guilty world, and the broad — 
flae of invitation be unfurled in the a of 
all its families. 

Let the sinner then look to God Eardugh the 
medium of such a revelation; and the sight 
which meets him there may well tame the obsti- 
nacy of that heart which had wrapped itself 
up in impenetrable hardness against the force 
of every other consideration. Now that the 
storm of the Almighty’s wrath has been dis- 
charged upon Him who bore the burden of the 
world’s atonement, he has turned his throne 
of glory into a throne of grace, and cleared 
away from the pavilion of his residence all the 
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darkness which encompassed it. The God who 
dwells there is God in Christ; and the voice 
he sends from it to this dark and. rebellious 
province of his mighty empire, is a voice of 
the most beseeching tenderness. Good will to 
men is the announcement with which his mes- 
sengers come fraught to a guilty world; and 
since the moment in which it burst upon mor- 
tal ears from the peaceful canopy of heaven, 
may the ministers of salvation take it up, and 
go round with it among all the tribes and indi- 
viduals of the species. 

Such is the real aspect of God Loveundee you. 
He cannot bear that his alienated children 
should be finally and everlastingly away from 
him. He feels for you all the longing of a 
parent bereaved of his offspring. To woo you 
back again to himself, he scatters among you 
the largest and the most liberal assurances, and 
with a tone of imploring tenderness does he 
say to one and all of you, “ Turn ye, turn ye; 
for why will ye die?” Ezek. 33:11. He has 
no pleasure in your death. He does not wish 
to glorify himself by the destruction of any 
one of you. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
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all the ends of the earth;” Isa. 45:22, is the 
wide and the generous announcement by which 
he would recall, from the very outermost limits 
of his sinful creation, the most worthless and 
polluted of those who have wandered away 
from him. 

Now give us a man who perceives with the 
eye of his mind the reality of all this, and you 
give us a man in possession of the principle of 
faith. Give us a man in possession of this 
faith, and his heart, shielded as it were against 
the terrors of a menacing Deity, is softened and 
subdued, and resigns its every affection at the 
moving spectacle of a beseeching Deity ; and 
thus it is that faith manifests the attribute 
which the Bible assigns to it, of working by 
love. Give us a man in possession of this love ; 
and animated as he is with the living principle 
of that obedience, where the willing and de- 
lighted consent of the.inner man goes along 
with the performance of the outer man, his 
love manifests the attribute which the Bible 
assigns to it when it says, “This is the love 
of God, that we keep his commandments.” 1 
John 5:3. And thus it is, amid the fruitless- 
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ness of every other expedient, when power 
threatened to crush the heart which it could 
not soften—when authority lifted its voice, 
and laid on man an enactment to love. which it 
could not carry—when terror shot its arrows, 
and they dropped ineffectual from that citadel 
of the human affections which stood proof 
against the impression of every one of them— 
when wrath mustered up its appalling severi- 
ties, and filled that bosom with despair which 
it could not fill with the warmth of a confid- 
ing attachment—then the kindness of an inyit- 
ing God was brought to bear on the heart of 
man, and got an opening through all its myste- 
rious avenues. Goodness did what the naked- 
ness of power could not do. It found its way 
through all the intricacies of the human con- 
stitution, and there, depositing the right prin- 
ciple of repentance, did it establish the only 
effectual security for the right purposes, and 
the right fruits of repentance. 
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‘¢Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.’’ Joun 
5:39. 


In this passage our Lord may be considered 
as advancing two assertions: that the Serip- 
tures of the Old Testament testify of him, and 
that they testify of him in the special character 
of a source or dispenser of eternal life. I will 
endeavor to engage you with both these topics. 

I am about to regard the Hebrew Scriptures 
simply as a collection of written records, a 
body of writings of various dates, bearing 
manifestly on the same general subjects; and 
for my present purpose it would be of no im- 
portance if we received them for the jirst time 
into our hands, and knew little or nothing 
beyond what the collection itself informs us. 
There were certain records accounted authen- 
tic and venerable among the people, and to 
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these simply as written documents, and to 
their internal evidences, our Lord in the text 
referred. Let us take those Scriptures in the 
mass, and ask if their whole aspect is not essen- 
tially predictive, and predictive of Jesus. 

I. The Hebrew Scriptures then themselves, 
and the people and polity which form their sin- 
gular subject, intimate a wonderful future, and 
point altogether to it, and are wholly inexpli- 
cable unless on the supposition of it. This at 
once distinguishes them from every other an- 
cient writing of the same kind; among all na- 
tional literatures, this makes the Jewish unique. 
And what is peculiarly observable, this char- 
acteristic is neither the growth of the people 
themselves, nor in any respect required by their 
national constitution. The people, taken in 
the gross, appear, according to the record it- 
self, to have acted on temporal promises; little 
or nothing more was exhibited to them by 
their guides and instructors: the “days long 
in the land,” the “children visited to the third 
or fourth generation”—these are the stimu- 
lants to endurance and obedience. And yet, 
though this and only this be discoverable on 
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the surface, never surely existed writings which 
in themselves seem to stretch so vastly beyond 
any temporary scope, and which, in their very 
excellency, seem so perpetually and powerfully 
to evince that the fate of a single nation of 
mankind could never cover their whole design 
and significancy. This is the irresistible inter- 
nal argument for the genuineness and author- 
ity of the Old Testament Scriptures; the more 
forcible because it turns not on detached pas- 
sages—these might, by an adversary, be called 
interpolations—but on the spirit, style, and 
bearing of the whole. In this, however, you 
must not so much reason as feel; taste and 
imagination——the powers that are busied in 
the higher departments of criticism—must be 
called into action to appreciate the force of 
the argument ; but thus appreciated, it is irre- 
sistible. The law commands, but in a ¢one that - 
speaks more than its own limited commands. 
The prophets promise and threaten; but their 
threats and promises swell beyond the measure 
of the occasion. The voice of both law and 
prophets is too loud for’ that little region ; it is 
made to fill a pene: Infidels have felt this, 
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and, as Voltaire, have ridiculed the pomp of 
language with which the fortunes are predicted 
of a people whose narrow strip of country, from 
end to end, did not reach two hundred miles ; 
as if this very inconsistency was not itself an 
internal indication of a boundless prophetic 
purport, increasing, moreover, as it perpetually 
appears to do, in direct proportion to the mis- 
fortunes and degradation of the people, inso- 
much that the voice of prophecy is never more 
commanding or confident than when the nation 
is all but annihilated. 

How short-sighted is the objection; how nar 


row-minded the prejudice it betrays! For ifa 


platform is to be indeed sought adequate to be 
the stage on which a God shall act, shall the 
world itself suffice? Is Palestine more a speck 
in the map of the earth, than the earth itself is 
in the chart of the visible universe ; or the vis- 
ible universe, is in the vast array of worlds be- 
yond our ken; or all these together, compared 
with the conceptions and the dignity of the 
God who made them? The mote in the sun- 
beam and the sun itself are equal as regards 
the eternal Spirit, for both are alike incom- 
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mensurate with him. Palestine was chosen to 
be the temporary scene of divine agency ; but 
every movement of that agency, as recorded in 
this volume, indicates that the scene was to be 
but temporary, and that scene this race of Ja- 
cob held in trust for the world. A double 
voice was given to their law: Israel might suf- 
fice to hear and to obey the one; every child 
of Adam was concerned to hear the other. A 
double voice was given to their prophets; the 
enemies of the chosen line might tremble at the 
one, but the whole earth is weak to support or 
echo the other. Nay, is there not something 
significant in the very choice of prophecy for 
the instruction of the people, of that beyond all 
other forms of miraculous interference? Was 
it not that the mind of this people, even when 
it thought but of national prosperities and na- 
tional overthrows, might at least be disciplined 
to the attitude of expectation; that they, who 
were emphatically the people of the future, 
might have every motive resolved into hope 
and fear, and carnal and confined as they man- 
ifestly were, might evermore be habituated to 
forget the thing present in the thing to come? 
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Could I be permitted for a moment to turn 
from the probabilities of my argument to the 
facts of history, how sad a commentary do these 
facts,as so many centuries have witnessed them, 
furnish to this remark. The truth perverted 
becomes worse than the truth unknown; the 
disappointed affection turns, like the scorpion, 
to sting itself;, and the longings that once 
brightly pointed Judah to her coming Messiah, 
their legitimate purpose passed, have darkened 
and imbittered into LOR fruitless, vision- 
ary discontent. 

Expectation, then, is the inward spirit of the 
Old Testament, as fulfilment is of the New. 
‘Wonderful itself; its function clearly is to tes- 
tify wonders more august to come. From Mo- 
ses to Malachi, these Hebrew Scriptures are as 
it were one long-drawn sigh of sorrowful hope; 
while, to make the purposed lesson of imper- 
fection more complete, the same testimony is 
uttered from every rank and state of humani- 
ty ; for of what variety of human fortune will 
you not find an example there? Not from Jer- 
emiah in his dungeon alone, but from the gor- 
geous palace of their mightiest king, at the 
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most consummate hour they record of earthly 
prosperity, comes forth the mournful strain, (it 
is the voice, not of Jewish, but of human na- 
ture,) “ Vanity of vanities; all is vanity..:. I 
have seen all the works that are done under 
the sun; and behold, al/ is vanity and vexation 
of spirit.” Heel. 1:1, 14. 

The records of the Old Testament speak to 
Judah in language too mighty for her narrow 
fortunes, in language too exalted for her en- 
lightened corruption. We know that they 
promise more than they perform in Israel, that 
they begin what they cannot end there. They 
“ery out of the depths ;” but they cannot do 
more than cry. Their voice is still, “ Bow thy 
heavens, O Lord, and come down.... Send 
thy hand from above.” Psa. 144:5, 7. A 
mightier element than any they contain must 
indeed come down, to raise them from their 
prostration; a new power must be infused into 
the human heart, even the Spirit of God, bound 
up with the spirit of man by the resurrection 
of a God incarnate; this heavenly element must 
have combined with the earthly before the law 
and the prophets shall have become righteous- 
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ness and fulfilment. Not from insulated pre- 
dictions alone, not from separate types alone, 
not from occasional allusions alone, but from 
the whole spirit and tendency and bearing of 
the Hebrew Scriptures, was the Lord Jesus 
Christ justified when he declared, that “ they 
are they which testify of me,” John 5:39; 
that, disjointed from him, they were a fair and 
elaborate structure doubtless, but shadowy ney- 
ertheless and unsubstantial; while, seen in the 
light that his coming flashed back upon that 
strange story of four thousand years, every 
page sparkled with illumination, every sen- 
tence quickened with meaning; the whole vast 
mass, in all its members, the awful law, the 
~ wonder-laden history, the psalm of hope or pen- 
itence, the solemn proverb, the mystic proph- 
ecy—all became instinct with new vitality, 
invested with the hues of the better life ; yea, 
that body of the law and prophets rose, as it 
were, and ascended with its inspirer, Jesus, and 
unchanged yet wholly changed, was with him 
glorified. 

All then, in the Old Testament, testified of 
restoration to come, and in the indiwidualty 
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of its types—things definite all of them, and 
personal the most—it testified of a single per- 
sonal restorer; that is, as distinguished from a 
general revolution, or as added .to it, it pointed 
to. an individual revolutionizer. But of this 
we are to speak presently; suffice it now to 
say that the Old Testament, overladen by one 
sect of Jews, curtailed by another, candidly 
studied by none, witnessed internally to a 
mighty future. I pass not beyond its own 
pages; I ask not whence it came, nor how; I 
ask no external confirmations from contem- 
porary history; I interrogate the book alone, 
and its answer is unequivocal. Nay, in this 
view, its answer is often most direct when its 
language is most obscure. That mysterious 
volume, so large, so various, whose remotest 
authors are a thousand years asunder, had a 
single character, and that character was prom- 
issory. That still follows it through all its 
many styles and all its mazy windings; that 
still is found, yea, more distinctly caught, in 
the dim recesses of those half revealings, where 
it whispers more than it speaks aloud. It is, 
in truth, as some vast forest, its own Lebanon 
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or Carmel, dusky and shadowy, yet with won- 
drous breaks and glimpses of sudden light, 
strange shapes and spectres in the gloom, and 
sometimes darkness thick as midnight; but a 
majestic spirit haunts the obscure immense, 
the spirit of the future. Its presence startles 
us when we least expect it, and we walk with 
reverence and godly fear, feeling that all we 
see is holy, and all we see not holier still. 

IT. But we have said that our Lord’s words 
imply not this alone, but more than this: that 
they affirm of the elder Scriptures—and in 
them of the dispensation which they profess to 
record—that these Scriptures speak of a future, 
which was to be illustrated by the gift of 
“eternal life:’ in words more distinet, that 
they point to death conquered by sacrifice, life 
won by resurrection—the “life of the spirit,” 
in holiness here, in immortal glory hereafter. 
Of this, then, we would now speak as before, 
not with detailed reference to special passages, 
but in a general view of the entire. Let us 
stand in front of the huge edifice, not to criti- 
cize its plinths and capitals, but to take in the 
effect of the whole. We are not asking the 
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shape or dimensions of the features, but the 
expression of the face. Regarding then suc- 
cessively the general corroboration furnished 
by the Old Testament to the doctrines of atone- 
ment,. of sanctification, and = immortality, we 
inquire, 

1. Did the volume of the Old Testament wit- 
ness to an atonement as the foundation of eter- 
nal life? There are those who boast them- 
selves followers of Christ, and yet deny this 
characteristic. The impatience of mystery, 
which is so strangely short-sighted when men 
have to deal with the substance of a communi- 
cation from heaven, has disabled them from dis- 
covering a propitiatory sacrifice in the New 
Testament; and the same spirit has usually 
advanced, on grounds of perfect consistency, 
either to wave the Old Testament altogether, 
as antiquated, local, and irrelevant to modern 
purposes, or to deny by natural explications 
every thing miraculous and every thing ealaiees 
in its pages. 

Now the object here is to get rid of mystery, 
an object false and futile in itself, when we 
argue of the interferences of God with man; 
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but let all that is claimed be conceded, and is 
the object yet attained? Suppose it a contest 
of opposite improbabilities; let every burden 
of miracle be thrown overboard by our adver- 
saries, and will they yet have lightened their 
vessel of mystery; will they have presented 
an intelligible solution of the problem of the 
Old Testament? Though, in the spirit of a 
miserable criticism, ministering to a still more 
miserable philosophy, you were to evacuate 
that Old Testament of every express miracle it 
records; though you were to convert the proph- 
ets into jugglers and the people into fools, and 
to make of our Elijahs and Isaiahs pretenders 
to power and conjecturers in knowledge—that 
is, though you were substantially to justify the 
Jews for that “blood of the prophets” which 
Christ charged as their crime—could you even 
so clear the Old Testament of wonders? You 
may deny the story of miracles, but can you 
destroy the miracle of the story? You may 
discredit this volume of miracles, for the Spirit 
of God does not now descend to silence its 
gainsayers; but can you wnmiracle the obstinate 
fact of the volume itself? Can you resolve 
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the enormous difficulty of this history, these 
recorded habits, and above all, this recorded 
religion? 

You deny, or in confessing, you neutralize 
any typical purport, any prospective atone- 
ment: mark, then, the mysteries that emerge 
upon your own supposition. The whole spir- 
itual system of the Hebrew Scriptures is made 
up of two elements, entwined with the most 
intricate closeness, yet absolutely opposite in 
character. You are then to answer satisfac- 
torily, how it was that every particular of a 
long and laborious system of minute, and often 
very repulsive sacrificial observances, is found 
united in the same volume with conceptions 
of God, that surpass, in their profound and in- 
ternal spirituality, all that unassisted man has . 
eyer elsewhere imagined, nay, that all our 
modern refinement is able to emulate. What 
miraculous mind was it that combined these 
singular contradictions? Where is there a real 
parallel to this mysterious inconsistency ? 

Who is this strange instructor, or series of 
instructors, that now portrays the form of the 
one everlasting Essence hid in the veil of attri- 
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butes that are themselves unfathomable, and 
now issues the most minute and elaborate 
directions as to the proper mode and the tre- 
mendous obligation of slaughtering a yearling 
lamb, and this as the duty required of him who 
would approach that eternal Spirit? Who is 
he that at one moment enounces the simplest, 
sublimest code of human duties in existence— 
for even Christ abridged, not altered it; at 
another, nay, in the same page, the same sen- 
tence, exhorts with equal earnestness to the 
equal necessity of drenching the earth with 
animal blood, as the appointed path of human 
purification ? 

Here then is, in the very texture of the Old 
Testament and its polity, a mystery greater 
-than any you can escape by denying its pre- 
dictive import. It is altogether insoluble on 
any supposition but the one, the supposition 
which alone can elevate ceremonies to the dig- 
nity of moral obligations. Judaism with a 
typified atonement may be a miracle or a chain 
of miracles, but Judaism without it is a great- 
er miracle still. 

Impressed, if he is impressed, with a con- 
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siderations as these, the opponent of “mystery ” 
has, however, a subterfuge in reserve. An ex- 
cuse for suspense is quite as welcome as an 
excuse for disbelief. He contents himself with 
observing that the atonement is a mystery, and 
that these difficulties about the Jewish ritual- 
ism are certainly somewhat mysterious also. 
“Let us then,” he argues, “neutralize them by 
each other, and leave the question as inde- 
terminable.” Certainly, if we can pronounce 
the improbabilities equal on both sides. But 
can we? ‘The improbabilities of the Jewish 
system, considered apart from its fulfilment in 
the Christian sacrifice, are improbabilities of 
which we can all judge. They are in the 
field of our own human nature, which, whether 
we think it or not, is the daily study of every 
man that lives. On such a question we are 
adequate and authorized judges. When we 
eall such things improbable, we know what we 
say. 

But the great atonement—who shall dare to 
say that he knows enough of the counsels of 
heaven, the requisitions of God, and his rela- 
tion to man, to pronounce it improbable? Who 
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is he that comes among us in the high charac- 
ter of confidential secretary to the divine ad- 
ministration, that he can venture to affirm that 
God requires no suffering mediator? Where 
is the man or angel who has irresistibly dem- 
onstrated to the creatures of earth his accurate 
acquaintance with all the moral systems of all 
the spheres, and who, enriched with this im- 
mensity of knowledge—for nothing short of 
this will suffice—has at length expressly reveal- 
ed it as certain, or even probable, that the 
nature of God cannot require a sacrifice as the 
basis of redemption? Give us the evidence of 
such a one, and we will consent that an atone- 
ment is “improbable.” But until such testi- 
mony be exhibited, I shall be content to “search 
the Scriptures,” and to find them in characters 
of blood “testifying” to “the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” John 
1:29. Until such a “friend of God” and part- 
ner of his counsel be forthcoming, I shall be 
content with that “friend of God” who, in coy- 
enant and sacrifice of blood, saw the day of 
. Christ, and rejoiced to see it. Until such a 
visitant of heaven is among us, I shall ask but 
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the testimony of Him who has said that “no 
man hath ascended up to heaven but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man 
which is in heaven,” John 3:13; and who, in 
_ the might and fulness of that familiarity with 
all the recesses of the heavenly counsels, hath 
himself declared that he “came to give his life 
a ransom for many’’—that “his blood was shed 
for many for the remission of sins.” Matt. 
20:28; 26: 28. 

And viewed in this aspect, there are few 
considerations more startling or impressive 
than our Lord’s constant participation in the 
significant rites of the Jewish religion, during 
the days of his humiliation in the flesh. Of 
how wonderful a sight were the Jewish by- 
standers the unconscious witnesses, when they 
beheld, at each returning assembly, Him meek- 
ly bearing the prophecies in whom all prophecy 
was to be fulfilled. “The testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy,” Rev. 19:10; and lo, 
the Inspirer is sitting at the feet of his messen- 
gers, and learning the lesson he taught them. 
But in the calm, unmoved aspect of the Son of | 
God no trace can be discovered of the mighty 
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interest he alone can take in those mysterious 
anticipations of himself. One among a crowd- 
ed synagogue, seldom called upon to bear an 
office or utter an opinion; rebuked, it may be, 
to the lowest place; overlooked as a poor man _ 
among his betters, and deemed altogether dis- 
qualified, by narrowness of education or capac- 
ity, for sounding the depths of the page which, 
but for him, at once inspirer and object, had 
never existed. “This people who knoweth not 
the law are cursed,” John 7:49; and the hum- 
ble artisan of Nazareth was one of “this 
people.” | 

But pass from prophecy to the more vivid 
language of type, and contemplate Him as he 
comes, in meek obedience to the law, “ fulfil- 
ling all righteousness,” to celebrate or to wit- 
ness those bloody sacrifices that portrayed his 
own death of blood. Thrice a year he entered 
Jerusalem to act, more or less directly, the 
story of his coming sufferings. If he were 
present—and on one occasion we find him in 
Jerusalem at the feast of Tabernacles just 
after it—at the great festival of expiation, 
how profoundly must he have entered into the 
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purport of all that solemn scene. The bleed- 
ing sacrifice at the door of the tabernacle, the 
guiltless animal dismissed with the imputed 
guilt of Israel, the blood borne by the priest 
into the Holy of Holies—image of that celes- 
‘tial sanctuary he was so soon to enter with a 
similar offering—how must all this dumb show 
have addressed the Saviour’s soul, a soul in 
which exquisite tenderness of affection was 
doubtless united with intense capacities of suf- 
fering. Or consider that more domestic sac- 
rifice in which the Jewish layman. was more 
directly concerned, that passover which so ac- 
curately typified the divine oblation of Christ. 
In this each Israelite was his own sacrificer ; 
and often must he have beheld his brethren 
slay the lamb which was to represent that bet- 
ter “Lamb without blemish and without spot,” 
slain “before the foundation of the world.” 
1 Pet. 1:19, 20. How must the human heart 
of Jesus have shrunk in such an hour from the 
terrible picture of his sufferings to come. And 
when the bleeding knife was drawn from the 
quivering flesh, and the blood sprinkled at the 
altar-base, with what feelings did the Man of 
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sorrows return to share in the feast that fol- 
lowed! Ob, how much more than the cross 
was borne by the crucified Redeemer ; or rath- 
er, how daily and hourly was the cross he 
bore! Pay ci 

Abundantly then, in all their structure and 
bearing, do the Scriptures and their Jewish — 
subject attest the atonement that was to found 
our redemption, attest it by virtue of their 
composition and character, and though their 
historical narration were nothing beyond an 
ideal allegory. But this witness stretches fur- 
ther still. They testify not only to the cause 
of life, but to the life itself—the spiritual quick- 
ening, present and eternal. Here too I seek 
not to detain you with the separate manifesta- 
tions of the blessed future, the special types 
that visibly embodied the invisible gift of sane- 
tification to come, the anointings, the washings, 
the solemn seclusion of the entire people from 
the common family of nations. I observe only 
the force and direction of the whole current of 
the scriptural records themselves, and I find it 
all pressing on, and gathering as it advances, 
to the holiness won and dispensed by Jesus. 
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- 2. Tt is not an easy, and it is in some sense 
an. invidious task, to attempt a distinction be- 
tween the characteristic holiness of the Old 
and New Testaments. Any such distinction 
must of course be taken, not as above all pos- 
sible exception strictly and literally universal, 
but as a general contrast, marking the genius 
and spirit of each. And understood in this 
liberal construction, perhaps it might be said, 
that the habitual sanctity of the Old Testament 
was a life to God united with a life to the world 
also, the loyalty of the subject to his prince, 
which does not interfere with a strong devel- 
opment of other tendencies too; while that of 
the Christian institute is peculiarly a death to 
the world, in order that man may enter upon a 
life, intimate and undivided, with God alone. 
How vividly this is represented in the ini- 
tiatory rite of the Christian life, I need not 
observe. , 

But to avoid all misconceptions upon a mat- 
ter of such moment, I will digress to say that 
- this great characteristic of the covenant of the 
Spirit does not impair the obligation or the 
energy of a single earthly duty, of even a sin- 
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gle legitimate affection: it simply destroys for 
ever the independent sovereignty of those prin- 
ciples, superadds an affection of such strength 
as to overcome them when they interfere, or 
to pervade them when they harmonize with it; 
subdues them to itself, or subdues them alto- 
gether; and it may be granted, disposes the 
_ mind to avoid as much as possible multiplying 
them without discernible spiritual advantage. 
The Christian’s “death to the world” amounts 
to simply this: that no principle not traceable 
to heaven shall be, for even an instant, recog- 
nized as the sovereign director of the soul; 
_ not merely that God shall ordinarily hold the 
_ first place in his deliberate calculations of op- 
__ posing courses of. conduct, (for this the pious 
oS of all ages have admitted,) but that every thing 
else—habits, affections, situations, events—shall 
be connected with him, imbued and pervaded 
with his light, and as it were, seen and known 
by it alone. This total separation of every 
earthly bond considered as earthly, and as- 
sumption of a new life at the hand of God, so 
that man while on earth practically lives in 
heaven, was not within the scheme of the Old 
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Testament revelation, however it may appear 
by glimpses in the inspired writers themselves. 
If they possessed it, it was not for the public. 
Nor indeed, with God eminently represented 
as a national God, and instead of the ample 
expanse of heaven and of eternity, with this 
earth regarded as the great scene of his reward- 
ing dispensations, is it easy to see how these 
views of unworldly purity could possibly have 
been proposed. 

But what is mainly to be considered at pres- 
ent is, that though not directly proposed, they 
seem ever more to be seen in dim and distant 
vision, in vision that grows nearer and brighter 
constantly as the day of Christ approaches. 
David himself, the great type of Israelitish holi- * 
ness, and whose language in our—perhaps often’ 2 
in his own—spiritual applications, embraces 
all the profoundest feelings and hopes of the 
Christian, David perpetually rises above his 
state, beseeches a power which he can conceive 
but cannot compass, and seems struggling to 
get beyond his place in the progressive order 
of revelation. ‘Open thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things..... Iwill run 


a 
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the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt 
enlarge my heart..... I have longed after 
thy precepts ; quicken me in thy righteousness. 
Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I 
may live. My soul fainteth for thy salvation. 
Thy commandment is exceeding broad. Let 
my ery come near before thee, O Lord: give 
me understanding.” Psa. 119:18, 32, 40, 7, 
81, 96, 169. 

And as the sacrifice of Christ, after he had 
republished the law as his own, was to be the 
necessary condition, and so prior to his power 
of dispensing the Spirit; so do we observe the 
very same order in the preparatory disposition 
of the Old Testament. There, too, the law is 
first solemnly enacted at Sinai, the complicated 
observances of sacrifice are then ordained, and 
the further work of sanctification comes out in 
gradual prominence of prediction, and at length 
attains its highest splendor of promise in the 
pages of the prophets. 

You will at once perceive how this obvious 
analogy between the two Testaments silences 
the objection of Socinians and Deists against 
the additions to the gospel, which they profess 
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to discover in the apostolic epistles. And in 
the hallowed raptures of Isaiah and his pro- 
phetic brethren, along with the promise of 
sanctification under the second covenant, it is 
impossible not to observe, in dim outline, those 
traits accompanying it, which accompany the 
possession of the gift in the preaching and the 
epistles of Peter and Paul and John. The pre- 
cepts of the law are in the law delivered with 
sternness and brevity, its penalties denounced 
with unmitigated severity ; in the prophets, a 
code substantially the same is presented, by 
transitions almost insensible, in colors softer 
and richer and more attractive. Hues from 
some distant glory, itself unrevealed, have fall- 
en upon those gloomy features, and illumined 
them into its own likeness. Judaism in Moses 
and Isaiah is still indeed Judaism, but it is 
like the one landscape seen in different lights, 
and we can scarcely recognize it for the same. 
“The law of the Spirit of life” has already 
begun to supplant “ the law of sin and death.” 

Whether the misfortunes of the people, know- 
ing, as we do, how largely affliction is employed 
as an instrument in the hand of God, might 
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have been concerned in fitting them to receive 


this higher tone of spiritual promise, it is not - 


easy to say with certainty ; but it is remark- 
able that it is from the depths of captivity, in 
the hour of bitterest bondage, that Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel have reached the culminating point 
of the promise of holiness to come—that great 
announcement of the covenant, the peculiar 
charter of our religion, which you will find 
cited in that character by St. Paul in the eighth 
chapter of his epistle to the Hebrews: “ Behold, 
the days come when I will make a new cove- 
nant with the house of Judah, not according 
to the covenant that I made with their fathers ; 
for this is the covenant that I will make: I 


will put my laws into their mind, and write 


them in their hearts; and I will be to them a 
God, and they shall be to me a@ people.” Heb. 
8:8, 10. inset 

If these anticipations of spiritual vitality, of 
life from the death of sin, be thus the constant 
character of the Old Testament, (itself unpos- 
sessed of the gift,) we may repeat, that in this 
sense also was the Lord of glory justified, when 
he appealed to those Scriptures in the mass, 
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for their testimony to him as the Author and 
Giver of life. 

3. It remains that we speak of the last sub- 
ject of attestation, the testimony of the Scrip- 
tures to Christ, as the source of an immortality 
of glory to his followers. It seems, in relation 
to our subject, the topic most prominent of all; 
but in truth it is, in a great measure, contained 
in the former. Christ’s atonement, Christ’s 
gift of the Spirit, Christ’s gift of glory, follow 
in necessary internal connection; and where- 
ever the two former are proclaimed, the last is 
substantially involved. But according to the 
universal law of progressive development, the 
Old Testament predictions become less and 
less vivid as we advance through the three: 
the earliest, the atonement, is presignified the 
most distinctly of all; the sanctification by 
the Spirit, less and more lately; the final glo- 
rification faintly, and more often by implica- 
tion than assertion. Nor indeed could EITHER 
the present or the eternal life of the Spirit 
have been adequately manifested in type or 
prophecy without the orHER; and it is remark- 
able that the prediction of the spiritual cove- 


mer 
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nant, which I have just cited, declares that 
Jehovah will become “a God” to his sanctified 
people, a phrase whose import, as extending to 
the future world, Christ himself, on one illus- 
trious occasion, interpreted. The connection 
of the gift of the Holy Ghost with immortal 
glory is not arbitrary or external, but inward 
and essential. Many have insinuated that to 
insist on the heavenly recompense is to corrupt 
the purity of the religious motives. Deeper 
reflection would have taught them that without 
the heavenly future, it would be impossible to 
preach our religion at all. Men cannot pos- 
sess the elevation of the Christian affections 
on a temporal scheme, and without constant 
reference to a larger world as their own. Men 
cannot breathe the breath of heaven without 
the free amplitude of heaven around them. 
You cannot proclaim a religion built on mys- 
tical union with God, unless you first lift men 
into God’s world—into a world, therefore, of 
incorruption, of eternity. Even could we ex- 
clude the notion of reward altogether, our relig- 
ion could not live and grow without heaven 
and immortality as its element. And without 
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arguing that, on any other supposition, their 
fortitude must have exceeded that of our Chris- 
tian martyrs, I cannot doubt, that though per- 
haps forbidden by the Spirit to declare their 
convictions except in glimpses and enigmas, 
the holy men of old must have lived on such a 
belief; that “the fathers looked not for transi- 
tory promises;” that some “sought the heav- 
enly” country in the strength of a general 
dependence on the tried faithfulness of God; 
others favored with visions, more or less ex- 
press, of “His day,” who now appealed in turn 
from their unbelieving descendants to them and 
their Scriptures for the promise of “eternal 
life,” as being “ they which testified of him.” 
As the hour drew nearer, we know from other 
sources that the conviction became more de- 
cided ; some of the apocryphal books teem with 
notices of a future state. National misfortune 
drove the Jews from the present to a coming 
world; and before the advent of Him who was 
destined to “bring them” to perfect “ light,” 
“life and immortality” had already feebly 
dawned upon the beliefs or the hopes of Israel. 
But in Him alone was that consummated, which 
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eee 
Israel till then could only conte They — 

might “search the Scriptures” in pursuit of 
“eternal life,” but in Him alone had those Scrip- 
tures centred it—in him every scattered ray 
that brightened their immortal prospects con- 
verged into one resplendent focus; Ais marvel- 
lous existence alone satisfied, in one compre- — 

hensive solution, all their difficulties, accom- 
plished all their promises, substantiated all 
their hopes. He was rejected, but on that 
rejection was built the world’s acceptance, the — 
atonement, the illumination, the immortality. 
To it you owe that, redeemed from dumb idols, _ 
you can this day expatiate at will through the ~ 
old Jewish inheritance, once so jealously guard- 
ed—that you can “search the Scriptures,” and, 
discerning on every page the hidden name of 
Jesus, can hear him whisper of “eternal life,” 
but only as they speak of Him who is the sole 
dispenser of the priceless wealth of immor- 
tality. | 
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‘‘For the transgression of my people was he stricken.”’ 
Isatau 53:8. . 

Tuts portion of Scripture contains a distinct 
reference to the sacrifice of Christ. It is in 
the language and style of Him who speaks of 
things that are not, as though they were; and 
although the circumstance itself is at the dis- 
tance of many centuries, it is spoken of as 
already past. Origen, one of the most cele- 
brated fathers of the church, in his dispute 
with a Jew, quotes this passage in the follow- 
ing form: “For the transgression of my people 
was he stricken to death.”* And there is 

* The ancient Greek version of the Septuagint has, 


“He was led to death,” an interpretation approved by 
Bishop Lowth. 
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great reason to conclude, from this and other 
circumstances, that this is the true reading. 
He insisted on this clause, “stricken to death,” 
as an event which belonged to an individual, 
and which could not with any propriety be 
applied to a nation or people. The Jews con- 
tended that there is a personification of their 
nation. But Origen most triumphantly urged 
this objection to their interpretation, that. in- 
stead of the Jewish people being that victim 
here mentioned, the person, whoever he is, is 
said to be smitten to death for the transgres- 
sion of God’s people. To say that the people 
themselves were prefigured by the sacrifice, 
when that very sacrifice is said to be given 
up for their transgressions, would involve the 
greatest contradiction and confusion of ideas. 
There can be no just interpretation of this pas- 
sage of Scripture with regard to any individual 
who has appeared in the world, unless we ap- 
ply it to Jesus Christ, in whom it has received 
the most complete and literal fulfilment. 
Isaiah has been generally styled “the evan- 
gelical prophet;” and if there were no other 
portion of the word of God recorded by him 
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than this, it would be sufficient to justify that 
appellation. It more resembles the minuteness 
of historical or doctrinal statement, from the 
pen of an evangelist or apostle, than the figu- 
rative language of an ancient oracle. It not 
only mentions the fact of the death of Christ, 
but also unfolds the design of that event—in- 
forms us that he gave himself a sacrifice, “was 
stricken for our transgressions.” 

The whole purpose of this chapter is to re- 
mind the people to whom it was addressed, 
that a great and illustrious person was to ap- 
pear, who was to die, and this under the extra- 
ordinary character of a sacrifice and substitute 
for the sins of his people. 

The idea of substitution runs through the 
whole of this account: “He was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our in- 
iquities.” This is in perfect accordance with 
the whole stream of information contained in 
the New Testament, where the death of Christ 
is seldom mentioned but in close connection 
with his being spoken of as a substitute and 
sacrifice for sinners, dying “the just for the 


unjust.” 
~ Atonement, 7 
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It is to this subject, the substitution of Jesus 
Christ in the stead of sinners, his suffering the 
penalty of the Jaw in their room, and opening 
a way for their deliverance from the sentence 
of condemnation, that I now request your at- 
tention. 
It must be obvious to every one that this 
mode of procedure must be necessarily very 
rare and uncommon in the course of human 
judicature. That an innocent person with his 
own consent should suffer the penalty annexed 
to transgression in the room of the guilty must 
be of rare occurrence, will appear from the 
following considerations : 
1. Itis very seldom that such a heroic gen- 
erosity is to be found, even among the most 
devoted friends, that the heart of one is so knit 
to another that he should be willing to die for 
him. Such examples have been recorded, but 
we must go back to distant ages for them. It 
has been very seldom that the sentiment of 
self-sacrifice has been found to rise to this ex- 
traordinary pitch. ‘“ Peradventure,” says the 
apostle, “for a good man,” a benefactor, “some 
would even dare to die.” He speaks of it as 
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an extreme supposition, as the highest possible 
display of heroic benevolence. 

2. Such a proceeding would be too costly 
and expensive to be permitted. To give up 
the innocent for the guilty would be a sort of 
moral waste, parting with what is most valu- 
able and useful in every community for what 
is worthless and obnoxious; like cutting off a 
sound and healthy member, that a gangrened 
one might be spared. Such a needless waste 
of what is so valuable could scarcely be justi- 
fied from the charge of impropriety. 

3. Such a proceeding, as permitting the inno- 
cent party to suffer for the guilty, were it to 
become common, even with the full and free 
consent of the person that suffered, would tend 
to debilitate the operations of justice by weak- 
ening, if not destroying, the connection between 
crime and suffering, because it would render 
it uncertain where a crime was committed, or 
where the punishment would light. The design 
of human laws is, by annexing certain punish- 
ments—and the more certain the better—to 
particular acts, to deter from the commission 
of crimes. The greatest benefit of law, which 
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is by lessening the temptations to restrain men 
from crime, would thus be defeated, and con- 
sequently the good order of society would in a 
great measure be destroyed, or at least very 
much impaired. For these reasons it is evi- 
dent that the substitution of one person of 
ereat dignity and exalted character in the room 
of a multitude of sinners, must in the nature 
of things be a most extraordinary proceeding, 
almost, if not altogether, without any analo- 
gous circumstance in the course of human gov- 
ernment. 

I now proceed to point out those circum- 
stances attending this transaction, though so 
rare and unwonted among men, which appear 
to invest it with a divine propriety—to attempt 
to show wherein the wisdom of God is mani- 
fested in selecting this method of reconcilia- 
tion in relation to his rebellious creatures and 
himself, and in dispensing with the liability to 
punishment on the part of those persons who 
repent, for the sake of the sacrifice of an inno- 
cent and holy victim. In pursuing this object, 
we shall endeavor to follow that light which the 
word of God has afforded us on this subject. 
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Although no human understanding could 
have anticipated revelation on this doctrine, 
so as beforehand to have perceived the divine 
harmonies and congruities of it, yet, when it 
is revealed, we may be permitted to see much 
of that wisdom of God which it exhibits and 
unfolds to our admiring, or rather adoring 
attention. It is one thing for reason to antici- 
pate the designs of God before he is pleased to 
make them known, and another thing for us to 
apprehend the wisdom and propriety of them 
when they are fully disclosed. 

I. To render such a proceeding proper as the 
substitution of an innocent person in the room 
of the guilty, and accepting the sacrifice in lieu 
of the punishment of the offending party, it is 
necessary that there should be an interposition 
of the supreme power. Such a departure as 
this from the natural course of law is an act of 
dispensation, and can proceed only from the 
same authority as that which enacted the law. 
It is competent only to the lawgiver to divert 
the stream of justice from its natural course, 
and to cause it to discharge itself on a different 
object from that against which it was originally 


‘ 
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directed. If such a proceeding can be permit- 
ted to take place, it must be with the full con- 
sent of that supreme authority, which is always 
supposed to be insulted and injured by all 
crimes and civil offences. Hence our Saviour 
is exceedingly explicit in informing us that the 
sacrifice of himself was the effect of the purpose 
and appointment of his Father, was accompanied 
with his full consent, and that he sent him into 
the world for the very purpose; that, in endur- 
ing the death of the cross, he did that which 
his Father had delegated to him, with the full 
assurance that he would accomplish the design 
of human salvation hereby. Just before he 
suffered, he used this language: “That the - 
world may know that I love the Father; and 
as the Father gave me commandment, even so 
I do.” “Therefore doth my Father love me, 
because I lay down my life, that I might take 
it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay 
it down of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and power to take it again. This com- 
mandment have I received of my Father.” “I 
came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me; and this 
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is the will of him that sent me, that every one 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may 
have everlasting life.” Thus he connects the 
dispensation of ‘the gospel with the general 
authority of God; shows that the same Being 
who made man at first was the Author of this 
stupendous scheme of man’s redemption. He 
came from the Father, descended from heaven, 
his credentials proceeded from the majesty of 
- that divine Being who declared out of the 
cloud, when the Saviour was emerging from 
the waters of Jordan, “ This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” ‘There is some- 
thing so exceedingly remote from men’s natural 
expectations in the plan of the gospel—God 
receiving men to favor and eternal life in con- 
sequence of the death of a substitute !—it is so 
striking a deviation from the natural course of 
justice, that our Saviour seems to think it nec- 
essary to mitigate the strangeness of this doc- 
trine, by perpetually reminding us that all he 
did was done under the sanction of heaven, by 
the intervention of the Father ; thus confirming 
the faith of the disciples, by connecting the 
whole proceeding with the highest authority. 


a . 
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II. It is necessary, to give such a transaction 
validity and propriety, that it should be accom- 
panied with the full consent of the party that 
suffers; otherwise, to one irregular and unpre- 
cedented proceeding, another would be added 
more shocking than the former. If the impu- 
nity of the offender is contrary to our notions, 
ag tending to the encouragement of crime, the 
punishment of an innocent person violates the 
fundamental principles of justice, and would 
give a greater shock to all rightly disposed 
minds, If reason requires that laws should not 
be made unless they are fit to be executed ; and 
if, when they are made, wisdom i utbeets: that _ 
a departure from them would be improper ; 
much more would every principle of law and 
equity be violated by the egmpilshay punish- 


. ment of the innocent. 


Our Lord, however, continually ee us 


‘dot the spontaneity of his sufferings for us: I 


came, I am content, I delight to do thy will. 
He gave himself; he laid down his life: he 
showed that divine alacrity in going to the 
sacrifice, which the heathen considered a most 


propitious circumstance. If the victim was 
; vr 
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dragged reluctantly to the altar, it was re- 
garded by them as a bad omen. But no vic- 
tim, either human or animal, suffered so freely 
as the blessed Saviour in this great transac- 
tion. When he spoke of it before it took place, 


he spoke of it as an event which he had long 
anticipated, and which swallowed up and seem- — 


ed to annihilate the intervening time in the 
ardor of his expectation: “I have a baptism 
to be baptized with; and how am I straitened 
till it be accomplished!” Never did he rebuke 
his disciples with so great severity, as when 
one of them suggested the propriety of his tak- 
ing means to save himself. When Peter took 
him and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far 
be it from thee, Lord; this shall not be unto 
thee;” he turned and said unto Peter, “ Get 


thee behind me, Satan; for thou art an offence 
unto me.” And when the same Peter stretched sh 
forth his hand and smote the servant of the 
-high- priest, he reminded him that he could, 


with the ‘greatest ease, have prayed to his Fa- 


ther, who would have sent twelve legions: 


angels; but, “then,” he adds, “how shall t S 


Scriptures be fulfilled?” It is true, under the 
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awful suffering in the garden of Gethsemane, 
in the immediate prospect of the cross, his 
human nature in its weakness staggered; but 
. he immediately recovered himself, and bowed 
we E: a the greatest submission to the will of his 4 
ot ther, by recollecting that it was for theglory 
of God. “ Father, glorify thyself; . 3... not my 
| eal, but thine be done.” An angel was sent 
from heaven to strengthen him, and from that 
moment we find nothing i in his conduct but the 
most calm and col lee ed dignity. — > ae “a 
III. It is evide t, at if a person. be permit- 
ted to be a substitute for another, in order to | 
_ vindicate the authority of the law, it is very - 
cessary that person should be free from all 
"participation in the crime whi ch has endan- z 
gered that authority in the life of the spn 
party.” He must be completely free from the 


original offence which requi res to be visit od et 
with such a penalty ; otherwise, as he owner 
life » justice, it cannot: be accey 
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gency of his own moral state and circumstances, 


to be transferred to the account of another. He 
must be free from every taint of that offence 
which occasions the infliction of the penalty, to | » 
whatever party it is finally assigned. Jesus — age 
Christ “the righteous” is the proper propitia- 
tion for our sins. Where among the sons bas 
men could this condition be found except in ‘ 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who “was holy, harm-. 
less, undefiled, and separate from sinners ?” 
That holy one could say, “ Satan cometh, and 
findeth nothing in me.” He could challenge the 
most exact scrutiny of his enemies: “ Which of 
you convinceth me of sin?” He alone, by his 
miraculous conception, was secure from the taint 
of original transgression. He was freefrom the 
guilt. and-corruption of sin, doing always the 

~ will of his heavenly Father. He received that 
~ commendation from God, “This is my beloved 
“Sor whom I am well pleased.” He alone 
possessed that spotless purity which was necessa- 


ry to qu lify him to become a sacrifice for sin. 
Wi this. quality, no sacrifice could have 

bee: septed. He was without spot in the sight 

¢ ee Although this did not con: 
ae ee 
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stitute him a sufficient sacrifice, it necessarily 
made him, so far as it went, a suitable one, inas- 
much as without it there would have been an im- 
possibility in his being accepted as a substitute 
for sinful creatures. He was typified by the 
paschal lamb, which was commanded to be with. 
out blemish, and perfect of its kind. Thus the 
apostle Peter reminds us that Jesus suffered as 
“a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 
IV. It seems reasonable that the person who 
is to be a substitute for another should have 
something in common with him, a congenial 
and appropriate nature—man for man, brother 
for brother, flesh for flesh, spirit for spirit. 
The more closely he is related, and the more 
he has in common, the more natural does it ap- 
pear that the substitution should be -admitted, 
because the imagination more easily passes 
from one party to the other ; the ideas coalesce 
more naturally; there appears a less violent 
disruption of the usual course and operations 
of justice; less violence is offered to the imag- 
ination. We should more readily admit one 
man to be a substitute for another, than a per- 
son of a higher nature or order of being. We 
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continually see persons connected together by 
circumstances of locality and family; there isa 
connection between their interests and with each 
other, so that they are made mutually to suffer. 

The mystery of the incarnation of Christ was 
shadowed out by the ancient law of release, If 
an estate was forfeited or sold on account of 
the owner’s debt or crime, it was necessary 
that the person who interposed to redeem it 
should be the next kin of the party. Hence 
the word “goel,”’ which properly signifies next 
of kin, was also used to signify a redeemer, 
because the right of redemption was annexed 
to the person who bore that relation to the 
owner, as typical.of this great transaction. 
The apostle Paul sanctions this idea by stating, 
that “as the children were partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part 
of the same; ... for he took not on him,” or 
helped, assisted, “the nature of angels, but the 
seed of Abraham.” And because he came to 
redeem them, he was made of the same nature, 
he was flesh of their flesh, brother of the same 
family, and placed in similar circumstances to 
theirs, with nothing to distinguish his nature 
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but his purity. The functions he came to sus- 
tain rendered this necessary; but it was the 
only distinction that was necessary. “God 
sent his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.” 
He was the portion of humanity which, like 
the first-fruits, was sanctified upon the altar of 
divine justice, by the acceptance of which the 
whole mass was sanctified. The whole of that 
nature was morally qualified to be presented 
by faith to the divine Being, an offering and a 
sacrifice of a sweet smelling savor. As by one 
man came death, so by one man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. By his resurrection 
he became “ the first-fruits” of the human race. 
By him our nature is purged from that moral 
disqualification which would otherwise for ever 
have attached to it, but which is now entirely 
removed in consequence of the Father’s accept- 
ance and approbation of this divine sacrifice 
and substitute. 

V. It is highly expedient, or rather neces- 
sary, that the person who is admitted as a sub- 
stitute in the stead of another, should vindicate 
the law by which he suffered. Otherwise the 
more illustrious his character, and the more 
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extraordinary his interposition, the more the 
sentiments of mankind would be divided be- 
tween approbation of his character, and disap- 
probation of the law by which he suffered. It 
would be dangerous to throw the lustre of such 
a character, the splendor and weight of his 
sufferings, into the scale opposite to that which 
contains the law. While he suffered the pen- 
alty, had he complained of the law which ex- 
acted it, as being too rigid and severe, as hav- 
ing demanded more than was really equitable, P 
all the glory which the law might have derived 
from such a sacrifice would have been entirely 
lost. The honor of the law would have been 
impaired in the estimation of men, in propor- 
tion to the impression which his character and 
example had made on their minds. But so far 
is this from the case before us, that, on the 
contrary, we find both his language and his 
sufferings combine to produce one result. 
Never had justice such an advocate as it had 
in the doctrine of Christ; at the same time 
never had it such a victim as in his sacrifice. 
He illustrated the law in his doctrine, main- 
tained and defended its purity, and rescued it 
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from the pollutions with which the scribes and 
Pharisees had debased it. He magnified the 
law, and made it honorable. There was no 
contrariety between his sufferings and his doc- 
trine; on the contrary, the one afforded the 
clearest commentary on the equity of the other. 
Every part of his conduct, and every period of 
his life, was a practical illustration of the excel- 
lence of the precepts which compose that law, 
the penalty of which he endured on behalf of 
the offender. The moral instructions of Christ 
are in perfect unison with those sentiments 
- which his sacrifice was calculated to impress. 
Every part of his conduct was regulated by a 
regard to that authority to which he submitted. 
which his death tended to glorify, and which 
his stupendous sacrifice on the cross illustrated, 
and presented to the attention of the world in 
a new and awful form. 

VI. It appears desirable that it should be a 
deliberate act; no advantage should be taken 
of the enthusiasm of the moment; for frequent- 
ly persons are led, in the ardor of benevolent 
feelings, to make proposals from which in their 
cooler moments they recoil. It is not always 
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that the deliberate purpose of the mind answers 
to the feelings produced by a sudden impulse 
of compassion. Nothing is more common than 
for a person to be carried much further in the 
warmth of the moment, than he is afterwards 
willing to go. When he comes to count the 
cost, it is possible that he might shrink back, 
and sincerely repent that he had entered into 
such an engagement, when called upon to make 
good his first proposals. , 

Our Saviour, however, was not taken by 
surprise. He had counted all the cost; looked 
down upon it from a great elevation, and con- 
templated it at the distance of many ages. 
He had foreseen and forecast his sacrifice in 
eternity, in the counsels of his Father. “In 
the volume of the book it is written of me, I 
delight to do thy will, O God. Sacrifice and 
burnt-offering thou wouldest not; then said I, 
Lo, I come.” His delights were with the sons 


of men; even from everlasting he looked on 
- the habitable parts of the earth, as the scene 


of his future sufferings ; and he rejoiced in the 
prospect, anticipating that glory to God and 
happiness to man which would accrue from 
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them. He entered the world in the “fulness 
of time.” It was a purpose matured in his 
breast; it had been the subject of his thoughts 
and deliberations from eternity; it was the 
ripened product of eternal councils, and not a 
sudden suggestion. While other men came into 
the world under a necessity of dying, this man 
came for the purpose. While others submit to 
the law of their nature when they cease to live, 
this was the very design of his life: death was 
the end, the consummation, the object of all his 
mortal existence. 

Our blessed Lord showed the greatest de- 
liberation, and the greatest adherence to his 
‘purpose. We have reason to believe that as 
soon as his faculties opened, it took possession 
of his soul; that he made up his mind to the 
sacrifice of the cross, and lived with this awful 
but glorious prospect always before him. 

VII. It is of all things necessary that there 
should be something of equivalence between 
the parties ; that there should at least be some- 
thing of an equality of value, if not a superior- 
ity, between the person who suffers, and the 
person in whose room he is accepted. We can- 
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not conceive for a moment that a mean person 
would be considered a proper substitute, in the 
eye of law and justice, for a person of eminent 
rank; that a plebeian would be a fit substitute 
for a prince or a grandee of the realm, a sub- 
ject for the sovereign, or an individual of no 
eminence or weight, though perhaps a virtuous 
character, for one who occupies a large portion 
of the history of his country. In proportion as 
the law is diverted from its natural course, it 
must secure some advantage ; and we can searce- 
ly admit the propriety of such a diversion, 
unless there be an accession of glory and honor 
to that law, and of dignity to that government 
which permitted the substitution to take place. 
There appeared to be a difficulty which would 
have put to a pause all finite intelligence. It 
could never have been conceived that the sac- 
rifice of a man, an individual of the same 
nature, should yet possess sufficient value to be 
a price adequate to the redemption of the 
world. It was necessary that he should be a 
man, that he might die; but if he had been a 
mere man, he could have occupied only the 
place of an unit, and could not have been fit 
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© to have been weighed against the destinies of 
the universe. This supposition would neces- 

* sarily have sunk the value of his sufferings far 
below what the exigency of the case required. 
If, on the other hand, he had only been divine, 
he would have been disqualified for suffering. 

In the case of the Redeemer, however, we 
see combined the omnipotence of Deity with 
the weakness of man; the majesty of the eter- 
nal nature with the frailty and infirmity of the 
human; for the purpose of constituting a per- 
son, who, because he partook at once of all 
that was great and little, measured and unlim- 
ited, human and divine, was the only person 
the universe ever beheld who was fitted to be 
the Mediator between God and man. The hu- 
man nature presented the matter of his sacrifice, 
while the divine transferred into it all the effi- 
cacy of its power and. dignity. 

In all probability, through the ages of eterni- 
ty, the fitness of the union, and the adaptation 
of both the parts of which the constitution of 
Christ’s person was made up—the adaptation of 
the union of the human and divine natures for 
the purpose of mediation between God and man, 
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and combining both in one indissoluble tie of 
amity and friendship—will be a matter of the 
highest admiration. “Great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justi- 
fied in the Spirit,” by the miracles he wrought, 
“seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into glory.” 

Who can conceive the extent of the vindica- 
tion which the law of God received in the suf 
fering of a person who was inseparably united 
with God; the “brightness of the Father’s 
glory, and the express image of his person?” 
In his sacrifice all the moral purposes to be 
accomplished by the sufferings of the human 
race are fully answered and realized. We see 
in this one fact, a full display of the character 
of the divine Being. His love of holiness and 
order, his hatred of sin, and his inflexible ad- 
herence to rectitude, are here. more eminently 
manifested than they would be in the entire 
destruction of the universe. 

VIII. We should not be satisfied were a 
person of the most illustrious character to pre- 
sent himself a sacrifice, and perish in his under- 
taking, unless there was at least a possibility 
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of some compensation being made in some fu- 
ture state, if not in the present, for so extraor- 
dinary an act of generosity and virtue. There 
is something within us which will not permit 
us to rest in the mere utility of an action. No 
rightly disposed mind would be satisfied merely 
because it secured his own advantage, if at the 
same time that advantage was obtained in such 
a manner as would involve the sacrifice of a 
person of the highest worth. The benefit which 
might accrue to him from it would be greatly 
impaired by such means. Indeed, he would 
almost be deprived of the power of enjoying 
the benefit, were it stained with the blood of a 
holy victim. Who would choose to be saved 
in consequence of the undertaking of one who 
should receive no reward, either in time or 
eternity? But we have the satisfaction—and 
it is this which crowns the whole scene—of 
tracing his reward, in purchasing to himself a> 
glorious church, and receiving satisfaction from 
the travail of his soul; of seeing him emerge 
out of the waters of suffering, and ascend to 
the right hand of God, to take possession of a 
seat above all nations and people; to receive 
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“a name which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and 
every tongue confess that he is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” We behold him 
raised as high as he descended low. As he 
once became “lower than the angels,” he is 
now raised to the right hand of God the Fa- 
ther, “far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come;” “angels and authori- 
ties being made subject unto him.” We behold 
a divine propriety in this arrangement. Our 
hearts echo and respond in perfect unison with 
the innumerable multitude who are around the 
throne, crying, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain. to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and glory, and bless- 
ing.” Sentiments of the deepest solemnity, 
emotions the most pathetic, and feelings of the 
highest congratulation and felicity, blend to- 
gether in the history of the blessed Saviour. 
Never was there a night so dark as when his 
“sweat was as it were great. drops of blood 
falling down to the ground;’ and while he 


a 


120 THE ATONEMENT. 


hung upon the cross, the sun retired from the 
spectacle; the earth was shrouded in. darkness 
to correspond with the awful solemnity of that 
scene. But the “Sun of righteousness” arose 
from behind the cloud which obscured his 
beams. He has received “a name which is 
above every name.” His glory shall be ex- 
tended, his fame propagated, his renown cele- 
brated by the tongues of angels, archangels, 
and an innumerable multitude of redeemed and 
happy spirits, through the ages of eternity. 


All other honor will wax weak and decay. He 


must for ever increase and gather fresh acces- 


_ sions of glory. Every thing must contribute, 


either voluntarily or reluctantly, to the exten- 
sion of his kingdom, the perpetuity and estab 
lishment of his eternal throne. This is the 
reward of his sufferings. Because he humbled 
himself, and “ became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross,” therefore “ God hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name.” 

IX. For the reasons mentioned at the begin- 
ning of this discourse, it is highly necessary 
that such a substitution of an innocent for a 
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guilty person should be of very rare occur- 
rence. If there were no other reasons, we 
might with propriety urge that it would lose 
much of its effect were it often. repeated ; per- 
haps in proportion to the frequency of its repe- 
tition. Our emotions are always heightened 
by surprise. An extraordinary event, one that 
has no parallel in the annals of the world, 
would make an impression on the mind pecul- 
iar to itself. For this reason, and for others 
which might be mentioned, we have ground for 
believing that the divine Being never did, and ~ 
never will, permit another such event to take 
place in the economy of providence; or allow 
that any other extended instance of the substi- 
tution of one person for a multitude of sinners 
should occur, or that the destinies of a whole 
race should be suspended on the voluntary in- 
terposition and matchless love of a great re- 
deemer and benefactor. 

There were, indeed, many sacrifices of brute 
animals under the preceding economy ; but “ it 
is not possible that the blood of bulls and of 
goats should take away sin.” There were 
many instances of heroic self-denial among the 
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ancient saints. But “was Paul crucified for 
you?” Moses wished to devote himself to tem- 
poral death, rather than that the people of Is- 
rael should be blotted out of the book of life ; 
but his sufferings would have had no influence 
on their eternal destinies. Here we see one per- 
son of great dignity and worth, whose interpo- 
sition on their behalf is the means of rescuing 
from spiritual death, not one nation, but a com- 
pany gathered out of all nations, and swelled 
to a “multitude which no man can flumber.” | 
He is the only person who can appear in the 
character of a Redeemer. The work of eternal 
redemption is the exclusive work of Jesus ; and 
it is on this account that he will be the centre 
of all honor, and enjoy for ever the highest 
regard of all hearts—that he will receive the 
supreme adoration and homage of all holy and 
happy beings. On this account the innumerable 
company of redeemed spirits will offer up their 
most intense ardor of love and devotion to Him 
who loved them, and gave himself for them. 
X. Supposing this to be the design of the 
Saviour’s sufferings, that such a substitution 
actually takes place in the case we are contem- 
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plating, it is requisite that not only the fact of 
the suffering of one innocent person for a guilty 
race should be told, and the person who endur- 
ed the penalty of the law on behalf of offenders 
distinctly pointed out, but that the moral pur- 
port and design of the fact should be as exten- 
sively made known as the fact itself. For it 
must be recollected that the benefit arising out 
of this circumstance, the whole of its moral in- 
fluence and effects, must be derived solely from 
its tendency to produce a particular moral re- 
sult. If you lose sight, my brethren, of Jesus 
Christ as the representative and substitute of 
sinful men—if you regard his death as merely © 
intended to be a confirmation of the truth of 
his doctrine, or a pattern and example of pa- 
tient suffering and the forgiveness of sins, it 
will have no effect on your salvation. It is 
the design of the cross which constitutes it so 
efficacious a doctrine. “ He died, the just for 
the unjust, to bring us to God;” to reconcile 
the divine character with the pardon of sin; 
to reconcile man and God; to make an end of 
sin, and bring in an “everlasting righteous- 
ness;” to open a door of hope to sinful men; 
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to draw their hearts towards the divine Being 
with a love of adoration and gratitude. 

It is the moral design of the cross which 
oives it all its efficacy as a doctrine. Thus it 
creates us anew. In consequence of its own 
native virtue, it accomplished our salvation by 
removing that consciousness of guilt which 
makes us desire that God would depart from 
us, and keep us at a distance from him. What 
did the apostles intend when they set forth 
Jesus Christ and him crucified? Was it for 
the purpose of présenting a tragical spectacle 
before the eyes of men, or merely to exhibit an 
illustrious example of patience and suffering 
fortitude? No, my brethren, it was “ the only 
name given under heaven among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” They presented that blood 
as it there flowed warm from his veins, as the 
blood which cleanseth from all sin; as the 
blood which is to be received by faith; as the 
blood which offered peace, “speaking better 
things than the blood of Abel ;” as the blood by 
which the thunders of the law were hushed: 
which was shed for the purpose of harmonizing 
the divine attributes and uniting guilty crea- 
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tures to the eternal Majesty in bonds of perfect 
amity and everlasting alliance. 

And further, we are called upon to regard 
Jesus Christ as having vanquished death by the 
sharpness of his own sufferings; as having per- 
formed an act for which there has been given 
him a large reward in a kingdom that shall com- 
prehend all the nations of the earth; and by vir- 
tue of this act he hath ascended up on high, and 
led captivity captive, and received gifts for men, 
even the rebellious also, that the Lord God 
might dwell among then. It is this doctrine 
which has been “the power of God and the wis- 
dom of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth,” in every nation and tongue and people. 

In what light, my brethren, do we regard 
this doctrine? It were better that our tongues 
should cleave to the roof of our mouths, than 
that, with the persuasion we possess of its infi- 
nite importance, we should endeavor to suppress 
it, or substitute any thing in its. stead; or that 
we should know any thing among men, save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. He is the 
only basis of hope; his death is the only expe- 
dient the divine Being has proposed by which 
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his justice can be vindicated, the honor of the 
law inviolably maintained, and pardoning mer- 
cy flow forth to the guilty children of men. 
Those who assemble round the table of the 
Lord, and there commemorate the love of Jesus 
Christ in giving himself for them, drink of that 
cup of the new testament in his blood which 
is shed for the remission of sins. There is one 
thing, and one thing only, which can take away 
sin. There is but one medicine of life which 
ean expel the contagion of sin from the con- 
science, and the love of it from the heart, and 
that is the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 
Not, as we scarcely need remark, the physical 
blood which flowed from his veins, but his 
death as a sacrifice for sin; that blood which 
he poured forth when he entered the waters of 
suffering, went behind the veil, harmonized the 
Deity with himself, reconciled the conflicting 
attributes of the divine nature, made peace by 
the blood of his cross, and “having triumphed 
over principalities and powers,” ascended to his 
God and our God, to his Father and our Father. 
Let all now make it their great concern im- 
mediately to flee, with penitent faith, sincere 
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confession of their sin, and devout mention of 
the name of Jesus Christ, to this hope set be- 
fore them. Let them hasten to lay hold on this 
substitute, and thereby make peace with God. 
Let them confess their sins, however numerous 
and aggravated they may be, over the head of 
this great victim. There will then be a divine 
transfer and reciprocal interchange: their sins 
will be laid on him, and his righteousness will 
be placed to their account. His blood will 
cleanse them from all sin. This is the man 
who is “a hiding-place from the storm, and a 
covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water in 
a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock ina 
weary land.” Let us all without delay repair 
to him. Let no one incur the folly and guilt 
of having salvation brought down to him, and 
the words of faith put as it were into his mouth, 
and at the same time perish for want of a cor- 
. dial reception of so great a gift and so divine 
a Saviour. 

Thus have we endeavored to recollect some 
of the divine congruities and harmonies of this 
important doctrine. It is indeed but little that 
we can know of the plans of the divine mind. 
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We saad on ‘the brink of an unfathomable 
ocean. There is still much remaining dark- 
‘ness—a ‘darkness in which - God as it were 
hides himself, and dwells. We, however, see 
neo to compel us to exclaim with the apos- 

“Oh the depth of the riches both of the 
et and the knowledge of God! how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
fmding out!” Angels desire to look into these 
things; surely then we, who are so much inter- 
ested in them, may with undivided attention 
meditate on the mystery of our salvation which 
they so eagerly survey. This theme may well 
unite heaven and earth, and engage the most 


earnest regard of men below, since it kindles 


the raptures of pure spirits in the world above, 
and gives birth to those lofty songs of admira- 
tion and praise which the chorus of heaven are 
engaged in uttering. To give the most ardent 


> 


thanksgiving to the Author of this great salva- . 


tion, and the most diligent meditation on this 
“unspeakable gift,” will be the best prepara- 
tion for a dying hour, since these are the purest 
anticipations of the devotions and employments 
of the eternal world. 
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GLORYING 


IN 


THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 


But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world. Gat. 6:14. 


It is an old and useful observation, that 
many of the most excellent objects in the world 
are objects whose excellence does not appear 
at first view ; as on the other hand, many things 
of little value appear more excellent at first 
than a narrower view discovers them to be. 
There are some things we admire because we 
do not know them, and the more we know 
them, the less we admire them; there are other 
things we despise through ignorance, because 
it requires pains and application to discover 
their beauty and excellence. 

This holds true in nothing more than in that 
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glorious despised object mentioned in the text. 
There is nothing the world is more divided 
about in its opinion than this. To the one part 
it is altogether contemptible; to the other, it 
is altogether glorious. The one part of the 
world wonders what attractions others find in 
it, and the other part wonders how the rest of 
the world are so stupid as not to see them; 
and are amazed at the blindness of others, and 
their own former blindness. 

‘It is said of the famous reformer Melanc- 
thon, when he first saw the glory of this object 
at his conversion, he imagined he could easily, 
by plain persuasion, convince others of it ; that 
the matter being so plain and the evidence so 
strong, he did not see how, on a fair representa- 
tion, any could stand out against it. But upon 
trial he was forced to express himself with re- 
gret, that old Adam was too strong for young 
Melancthon, and that human corruption was 
too strong for human persuasion, without di- 
vine grace. : 

The true use we should make of this is cer- 
tainly to apply for that enlightening grace to ~ 
ourselves, which the apostle Paul prays for in 
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the behalf of the Ephesians, “That the God of 
our Lord’ Jesus Christ may give us the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him.” Eph. 1:17. But as here and in other 
cases prayers and means should be joined to- 
gether, so one of the principal means of right 
knowledge of the principal object of our faith 
and ground of our hope, is to meditate on the 
glory of that object, asserted so strongly in 
this text, and that by one who formerly had as - 
diminishing thoughts of it as any of its enemies 
can have. — 

In the verses: preceding the text, the apostle 
tells the Galatians: what some false teachers 
among them gloried in; here he tells what he 
gloried in himself. They gloried in the old 
ceremonies of the Jewish law, which were but 
shadows; he gloried in the cross of Christ, the 
substance. He knew it was an affront to the 
substance to continue these shadows in their 
former force, after the substance itself appear 
ed; therefore he regrets that practice with zeal, 
and at the same time confines his own glorying 
to that blessed object’ which the shadows were 
designed to signify: “God forbid that I should 
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glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Here the apostle showeth us both his high 
esteem of the cross of Christ, and the powerful 
influence of it upon his mind. “The cross of 
Christ” signifies in Scripture sometimes our 
sufferings for Christ, sometimes his suffering 
for us. As the latter is the chief and most 
natural sense of the words, so there is reason 
to think that it is the sense of the apostle here. 
This is the sense of the same expression in the 
twelfth verse of this chapter, which speaks of 
persecution, that is, our suffering, for the cross 
of Christ, that is, the doctrine of Christ’s cross. 
Besides, it is certain that it is not our suffer- 
ings, but Christ’s sufferings which we are chief- 
ly to glory in, to the exclusion of other things; 
and it is not the former chiefly, but the latter, 
that mortifies our corruptions and crucifies the 
world to us. | 

The cross of Christ may site here, not 
only his death, but the whole of his humilia- 
tion, or all the sufferings of his life and death; 
of which sufferings the cross was the consumma- 
tion. The apostle, bath here and elsewhere, 
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mentions the cross to remind us of the manner 
of his death, and to strengthen in our minds 
those impressions which the condescension of 
that death had made, or ought to have made 
in them. That the Author of liberty should 
suffer the death of a slave; the Fountain of. 
honor, the height of disgrace; that the punish- 
ments which were wont to be inflicted upon 
‘the meanest persons for the highest offences, 
should be inflicted on the greatest Person that 
could suffer—this is the object that the snag 
eloried in. 

There are not two things more opposite than 
glory and shame; here the apostle joins them 
together. The cross in itself is an object full 
of shame; in this case it appeareth to the apos- 
tle full of glory. It had been less remarkable 
had he only said he gloried in his Redeemer’s 
exaltation after he left the world, or in the 
glory he had with the Father before he came 
to it, yea, before the world was. But the ob- 
ject of the apostle’s glorying is the Redeemer, 
not only considered in the highest state of hon- 
or and dignity, but even viewed in the lowest 
circumstances of disgrace and ignominy—not 
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only as a powerful and exalted, but as a con- 
demned and crucified Saviour. 

Glorying signifies the highest degree of es- 
teem. The cross of Christ was an object of 
which the apostle had the most exalted senti- 
ments, and the most profound veneration. This 
veneration he took pleasure to avow before the 
world, and was ready to publish on all occa- 
sions. This object so occupied his heart and 
engrossed his affections, that it left no room 
for any thing else; he gloried in nothing else: 
and as he telleth us in other places, he counted 
every thing else but loss and dung, and would 
know nothing else, and was determined about 
it. 4 Cor. 2:2;°Phil. 3:8. 

The manner of expressing his esteem of this 
object has a remarkable force and vehemence 
in it: “God forbid,” or let it by no means 
happen; as if he had said, “God forbid, what- 
ever others do, that ever it should be said that 
Paul the old persecutor should glory in any 
thing else, but in the crucified Redeemer—who 
plucked him as a brand out of the fire, when 
he was running farther and farther into it; 
and who pursued him with mercy and kind- 
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ness when he was pursuing Him in his members, 
with fierceness and cruelty. I did it through 
ignorance, and it is only through ignorance that 
any despise him: he has now revealed himself to 
me, and God forbid that the light that met me 
near Damascus should ever go out of my mind; 
it was a light full of glory, the object it discoy- 
ered was all glorious, my all in all, and God 
forbid that I should glory in any thing else.” 
His esteem of that blessed object was great, 
and its influence on him proportionable. By it 
the world was crucified to him, and he was cru- 
cified to the world: here is a mutual crucifixion. 
His esteem of Christ was the cause why the 
world despised him and was despised by him. 
Not that the cross made him hate the men of 
the world, or refuse the lawful enjoyments of it. 
It allowed him the use of the latter, and obliged 
him to love the former; but it crucified those 
corruptions which are contrary both to the love 
of our neighbor and the true enjoyment of the 
creatures. This is called fighting, warring, 
wrestling, and killing. The reason is, because 
we should look upon sin as our greatest enemy, 
the greatest enemy of our souls and of the Sav- 
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iour of our souls. This was the view the apos- 
tle had of sin, and of “the corruption that is in 
the world through lust,” 2 Pet. 1:4; he looked 
upon it as the murderer of his Redeemer, and 
this inspired him with a just resentment against 
it; it filled him with those blessed passions 
against it mentioned by himself, 2 Cor. 7:11, 
as the native fruits of faith and repentance— 
zeal, indignation, revenge ; that is, such a de- 
testation of sin as was joined with the most 
careful watchfulness against it. 

This is that crucifying of the world meant 
by the apostle. The reason of the expression 
is, because the inordinate love of worldly things | 
is one of the chief sources of sin. The cross of 
Christ gave such a happy turn to the apostle’s 
affections, that the world was no more the same 
thing to him that it was to others, and that it 
had been formerly to himself. His soul was 
sick of its pomp; and the things he was most 
fond of before, had now lost their relish with 
him. Its honors appeared now contemptible, 
its riches poor, its pleasures nauseous. Its ex- 
amples and favors did not allure, nor its hatred 
terrify him. He considered the love or hatred 
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of men not chiefly as it affected him, but them- 
selves, by furthering or hindering the success 
of his doctrine among them. All these things 
may be included in that “crucifying of the 
world” mentioned in the last clause of the 
verse. But the intended ground of the dis- 
course being the first clause, the doctrine to be 
insisted on is this: 

THAT THE CROSS OF CHRIST AFFORDS SINNERS 
MATTER OF GLORYING ABOVE ALL OTHER THINGS; 
YEA, THAT IT IS IN A MANNER THE ONLY THING 
THEY SHOULD GLORY IN. ‘THE WHOLE HUMILIA- 
TION OF CHRIST, AND PARTICULARLY HIS DEATH 
FOR THE SAKE OF SINNERS, IS AN OBJECT THAT 
HAS SUCH INCOMPARABLE GLORY IN IT, THAT IT 
BECOMES US TO HAVE THE MOST HONORABLE AND 
EXALTED THOUGHTS OF I7. 

As this is evidently contained in the text, so 
it is frequently inculcated on us in other scrip- 
tures, 1 Cor. 1:19, 24; 2 Cor. 4:6; 3:18. It 
is plain that when the Scriptures speak of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, it is 
meant chiefly of his glory in the face of Christ 
crucified ; that is, in the work of redemption, 
finished on the cross. 
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In discoursing on this subject it will be 
proper, first to consider briefly, What it is to 
olory in any object; and then, what eround of 
glorying we have in this pe object propos- 
ed in the text. 

I. TO GLORY IN ANY OBJECT includes these 
two things: first a high esteem of it, and then 
some concern in it. We do not glory in the 
- things we are interested in, unless we esteem 
them; nor in the things we admire and esteem, 
unless we are some way interested in them. 
But although all professing Christians are some 
way concerned to glory in the cross of Christ, — 
because of their outward relation to him by 
their baptismal covenant, and because the bless- 
_ ed fruits of his cross are both plainly revealed 
and freely offered to them, yet it is those only 
~ who haye sincerely embraced these offers that 
can truly glory in that object. Yet what is 
their privilege is the duty of all: all should be 
exhorted to glory in this object, and to haye a 
high esteem of it, because of its excellence in 
itself; to fix their hearts on it by faith, because 
it is offered to them; to show their esteem of 
it by seeking an iat in it; and haying a 


GLORYING IN THE CROSS. 141 


due esteem of it, and having obtained an inter- 
est in it, to study a frame of habitual triumph 
in it. But the nature of this happy frame of 
mind is best understood by considering, 

II. Tue GLORY OF THE OBJECT OF IT. 

The ancient prophets who foretell Christ’s 
coming, appear transported with the view of 


his glory. Not only the New Testament, but — 
also the Old, represents the Messiah as the — 


most remarkable and most honorable person 


that ever appeared on the stage of. the world. . 
It speaks of him as a glorious Governor, a — 


_ Prince, a King, a Conqueror; besides other 
magnificent titles of the greatest dignity, show- 
ing that his government should be extensive and 
everlasting, and that his glory should fill the 


whole earth. But while the prophets foretell . Sa 
his greatness, they foretell also his meanness. - 


They show indeed that he was to be a glori- 
ous King, but a King who would be rejected 
and despised of men; and that after all the 
great expectation the world would have of him, 
he was to pass over the stage of the world dis- 
regarded and unobserved, excepting as to the 
malicious treatment he was to meet with on it. 


- - 
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About the time of his coming, the Jews were 
hig with hopes of Him, as the great deliverer 


and chief ornament to their nation. And if 


the East, and even in Judea in particular, who 


history may be credited, even the heathens had — 
a notion about that time, which possibly was _ 
derived from the Jewish prophecies, that there : 


was a Prince of unparalleled glory to rise in ‘i 


was to found a kind of universal monarchy. 


But their vain hearts, like those of. most men ee 


ry ee 


ration of woHtdly pomp, that that was iat ae 


greatness they had any notion or relish of. j 


P« 


This made them form a picture of Him who 
was the desire of all nations, very unlike the 


s 


original. 


_ A king whom the world admires, is ‘one of. = 


extensive power, with numerous armies, a gold- 
en crown and sceptre, a throne of state, mag- © 
nificent palaces, sumptuous feasts, many attend-— 
ants of high rank, immense treasures to enrich 
them with, and various posts of AOROE Aa Be 
fer them to. . ) : 
Here was the reverse of all this: Rr a acrown - 
of gold, a crown of thorns; for a sceptre, a reed 


“ | 
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put in his hand in derision ; for a throne, a 
cross; instead of palaces, not a place to lay 
his head in; instead of sumptuous feasts to 
others, ofttimes hungry and thirsty himself; in- 
stead of great attendants, a company of poor 
fishermen ; instead of treasures to give them, 
not money enough to pay tribute without work- 
ing a miracle; and the preferment offered them 
was to give Babh of them his cross to bear. 
In all things the reverse of worldly greatness 
from first to last: a manger for a cradle at — 
his birth, not a place to lay his head some- 
times in his life, nor a grave of his own at his 
a death. : 
~ Here unbelief frets ame niurmurs, and asks, 
_ Where is all the glory that is so much extol- 
led? For discovering this, faith needs only 
look through that thin veil of flesh ; and under 
that low disguise appears the Lord of glory, 
the King of kings, the Lord of hosts, strong 
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle; the 
heavens his throne, the earth his footstool, the 
light his garments,.the clouds his chariots, the 
thunder his voice, his strength» omnipotence, 
his riches all-sufficiency, his glory infinite, his 


- 
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retinue the hosts of heaven, and the excellent 
ones of the earth—on whom he bestows riches . 
unsearchable, an inheritance incorruptible, ban- 
quets of everlasting joys, and preferments of 
immortal honor, making them kings and priests 
unto God, conquerors, yea, and more than con- 
querors, children of God, and mystically one 
with himself. 

Here appears something incomparably above 
all worldly glory, though under a mean dis- 
guise. But the objection is still against that 
disguise ; yet even that disguise, upon due con- 


sideration, will appear to be so glorious that 


its very meanness is honorable. It was a glo- 
rious disguise, because the designs and effects 
of it are so. If he suffered shame, poverty, 
pain, sorrows, and death for a time, it was that 
we might not suffer these things for ever. That 


_meanness therefore was glorious, because it was 


subservient unto an infinitely glorious design 


To ie 


of love and mercy. 
It was subservient more ways than one: it 


satisfied the penalty of the law, it put unspeak- 


able honor on the commandments of it. It 


was a part of Christ’s design to make holiness, 
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that is, obedience to the law, so honorable, | 
that every thing else should be. contemptible 
in comparison with it. Love of worldly great- 
ness is one of the principal hinderances of it. 
We did not need the example of Christ to com- 
mend earthly grandeur to us, but very much 
‘to reconcile us to the contrary, and to make 
us esteem holiness, though accompanied with 
meanness. Christ’s low state was an excellent 
means for this end. There was therefore great- 
ness eyen in his meanness. Other men are 
honorable by their station, but Christ’s station 
was made honorable by him ; he has made pov- 
erty and meanness joined with holiness, to Pp 
a state of dignity. 

Thus Christ’s outward meanness, that dis- 
guised his real greatness, was in itself glori- 
ous because of the design of it. Yet that mean- 
ness did not wholly becloud it; many beams 
of glory shone through it. 

His birth was mean on earth below, but it 
was celebrated with hallelujahs by the heaven- 
ly host in the air above ; he had a poor, lodg- 
ing, but a star lighted visitants to it from dis- ie 
tant countries. Never prince had such visit- ; 
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ants, so conducted. He had not the magnifi- 
cent equipage that other kings have, but he 
was attended with multitudes of patients, seek- 
ing and obtaining healing of soul and body: 
that was more true greatness than if he had 
been attended with crowds of princes. He 
made the dumb that attended him sing his 
praises, and the lame to leap for joy—the deaf 
to hear his wonders, and the blind to see his 
glory. He had no guard of soldiers, nor mag- 
nificent retinue of servants; but as the centu- 
rion that had both acknowledged, health and 
sickness, life and death, took orders from him. 
Even the winds and storms, which no earthly 
power can control, obeyed him; and death and 
the grave durst not refuse to deliver up their 
prey when he demanded it. He did not walk 
upon tapestry, but when he walked on the sea 
the waters supported him. —All parts of the 
creation, excepting sinful men, honored him as 
their Creator. He kept no treastre; but when 
he had oceasion for money, the sea sent it to 
him in the mouth of a fish. He had no barns, 
nor corn-fields ; but when he inclined to make 
a feast, a few loaves covered a sufficient table 
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for many thousands. None of all the monarchs 
of the world ever gave such entertainment. 
By these and many such things the Redeemer’s 
glory shone through his meanness in the sev: 
eral parts of his life. Nor was it wholly cloud 
ed at his death. He had not indeed that fan 
tastic equipage of sorrow that other great per. 
sors have on such occasions; but the frame 
of nature solemnized the death of its Author: 
heaven and earth were mourners; the sun was 
clad in black; and if the inhabitants of the 
earth were unmoved, the earth itself trembled 
under the awful load. There were few to pay 
the Jewish compliment of rending their gar- 
ments; but the rocks were not so insensible; 
they rent their bowels. He had not a grave 
of his own, but other men’s graves open to 
him. Death and the grave might be proud of 
such a tenant in their territories; but he came 
not there as a subject, but as an invader, a con- 
queror. It was then the king of terrors lost 
his sting, and on the third day the Prince of 
life triumphed over him, spoiling death and 
the grave. But this last particular belongs to 
Christ’s exaltation: the other instances show a 
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part of the glory of his humiliation, but it is a 
small part of it. Z 

The glory of the cross of Christ, which we 
are chiefly to esteem, is the glory of Gop’s In- 


FINITE PERFECTIONS DISPLAYED IN THE WORK OF > 


REDEMPTION, as the apostle expresses it, “ The 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ,” even 
“of Christ crucified.” .2 Cor. 4:6: It is this 
which makes any other object glorious, accord- 
-ing as it manifests more or less of the perfec- 
tions of God. This is what makes the works 
of creation so glorious. The heavens declare 
God’s glory, and the firmament his handiwork. 
And we are inexcusable for not taking more 


pains to contemplate God’s perfections in them, — 


his almighty power and incomprehensible wis- 
dom, and particularly his infinite goodness. 
But the effects of the divine goodness in the 
works of creation are only temporal favors. 
The favors purchased to us by the cross of 


Christ are eternal. Besides, although the works — 


of creation plainly show that God is in him- 
self good; yet they also show that God is just, 
and that he is displeased with us for our sins. 
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Nor do they point out to us the way how we 
may be reconciled to him. They publish the 
Creator’s glory; they publish at the same time 
his laws and our obligations to obey them. 
Our consciences tell us we have neglected these 
obligations, violated these laws, and consequent- 
ly incurred the Lawgiver’s displeasure. His 
works declaring his glory, show that in his 
favor is life, and consequently, that in his dis- 
pleasure is death and ruin; yea, they lay us in 
some measure under his displeasure already. 
Why else do natural causes give us so much 
trouble in life, and pain in death? From all 
quarters the works of God revenge the quarrel 
of his broken law: they give these frail bodies 
subsistence for a time, but it is a subsistence 
imbittered- with many vexations, and at last 
they crush them and dissolve them in dust. 
The face of nature then is glorious in itself, 
but it is overcast with a gloom of terror to us: 
it shows the glory of the Judge to the crimi- 
nal, the glory of the offended Sovereign to 
the guilty rebel. This is not the way to give 
-comfort and relief to a criminal ; it is not the 
way to make him glory and triumph. Accord- 
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ingly, the enemies of the cross of Christ, who 
refuse to know God otherwise than by the 
works of nature, are so far from glorying in 
the hopes of enjoying God in heaven, that they 
renounce all those great expectations, and gen- 
erally deny that there is any such blessedness 
to be had. Conscience tells us we are rebels 
against God; and nature does not show how 
such rebels may recover his favor—how, in 
such a well-ordered government as the divine 
government must be, the righteous Judge and 
' Lawgiver may be glorified, and the criminal 
escape ; much less how the Judge may be glo- 
rified, and the criminal obtain glory likewise. _ 
The language of nature, though it be plain 
and loud in proclaiming the glory of the Cre- 
ator, yet is dark and intricate as to his in- 
clination towards guilty creatures. It neither 
assures peremptorily that we are in a state of 
despair, nor gives sure footing for our hopes. 
If we are favorites, whence so many troubles? 
If we are hopeless criminals, whence so many 
favors? Nature shows God’s glory, and our 
shame; his law reveals our duty, and conse- 
quently our danger; but about the way of es- 
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cape it is silent and dumb. It affords many 
motives for exciting desires after God; but it 
shows not the way to get these desires satis- 
fied. Here, in the text, is an object which 
gives us better intelligence. It directs us not 
merely to seek by feeling in the dark, “if hap- 
ly we may find ;” but to seek him so as certain- 
ly to find him. Unlikely doctrine to a carnal 
mind, that there should be more of God’s glory 
manifested to us in the face of Christ crucified, 
than in the face of heaven and earth—the face 
of Christ, in which sense discovers nothing but 
marks of pain and disgrace; that mangled vis- 
age, red with gore, covered with marks of 
scorn, swelled with strokes, and pale with 
death, that would be the last object in which 
the carnal mind would seek to see the glory of 
the God of life; a visage clouded with the hor- 
ror of death—it would with more pleasure and 
admiration view the same face when transfig- 
ured and shining like the sun in its strength. 
Divine glory shone indeed then in a bright 
manner in that face on the mount, but not so 
brightly as on mount Calvary; this was the 
more glorious transfiguration of the two. 


152 THE ATONENENT. 


Though all the light in the world, in the sun 
and stars, were collected together into one stu- 
pendous mass of light, it would be but dark- 
ness to the glory of this seemingly dark and 
melancholy object. For it is here, as the apos- 
tle expresses it, we all as with open face may 
behold the glory of God. | 

Here shines spotless justice, incomprehensi- _ 
ble wisdom, and infinite love, all at once. None 
of them darkens or eclipses the other; every 
one of them gives a lustre to the rest. They 
mingle their beams and shine with united eter- 
nal splendor; the just Judge, the merciful Fa- 
ther, and the wise Governor. No other object 
gives such a display of all these perfections; 
yea, all the objects we know give not such a 
display of any one of them. Nowhere does 
justice appear so awful, mercy so amiable, or 
wisdom so profound. 

By the infinite dignity of Christ’s person, 
his cross gives more honor and glory fo the law 
and justice of God, than all the other sufferings 
that ever were or will be endured in the world. 
When the apostle is speaking to the Romans 
of the gospel, he does not tell them only of 
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God’s mercy, but also of his justice revealed 
by it. God’s wrath against the unrighteous- 
ness of men is chiefly revealed by the right- 
eousness and sufferings of Christ. “The Lord 
was pleased for his righteousness’ sake.” Rom. 
1:17; Isa. 42:21. Both by requiring and ap- 
pointing that righteousness, he magnified the 
law and made it honorable. And though that 
righteousness consists in obedience and suffer- 
ings which continue for a time, yet since the 
remembrance of them will continue for ever, 
the cross of Christ.may be said to give eternal 
majesty and honor to that law which it satis- 
fied—that awful law by which the universe 
(which is God’s kingdom) is governed, to which 
the principalities and powers of heaven are 
subject—that law which, in condemning sin, 
banished the devil and his angels from heaven, 
our first parents from paradise, and peace from 
the earth. Considering therefore, that God 
is the Judge and Lawgiver of the world, it is 
plain that his glory shines with unspeakable 
brightness in the cross of Christ as the punish- 
ment of sin. But this is the very thing that 
hinders the lovers of sin from acknowledging 
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the glory of the cross, because it shows so 
much of God’s hatred of what they love. It 
would be useful, for removing such prejudices, 
to consider, that though Christ’s sacrifice shows 
the punishment of sin, yet if we embrace that 
sacrifice, it only shows it to us; it takes it off 
our hands; it leaves us no more to do with it. 
And surely the beholding our danger, when 
we behold it as prevented, serves rather to in- 
crease than lessen our joy; by seeing the great- 
ness of our danger, we see the greatness of our 
deliverance. The cross of Christ displays the 
glory of infinite justice, but not of justice only. 

Here shines chiefly the glory of infinite mercy. 
Nothing in the world is more lovely or glori- 
ous than love and goodness itself, and this is 
the greatest instance of it that can be conceiv- 
ed. God’s goodness appears in all his works; 
this is &@ principal part of the glory of the cre- 
ation. We-are taught to consider this lower 
world as a convenient habitation, built for man 
to dwell in; but to allude to the apostle’s ex- 
pression, this gift we are speaking of should 
be accounted more worthy of honor than the 
world, inasmuch as “be who hath built the 
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house hath more honor than the house.” Heb. 
38:3. 

When God gave us his Son, he gave us an 
infinitely greater gift than the world; the Cre- 
ator is infinitely more glorious than the crea- 
ture, and the Son of God. is the Creator of all 
things. God can make innumerable worlds by 
the word of his mouth. He has but one only 
Son; and he spared not his only Son, but gave 
him to the death of the cross for us all. 

God’s love to his people is from everlasting 
to everlasting; but from everlasting to ever- 
lasting there is no manifestation of it known 
or conceivable by us, that can be compared to 
this. The light of the sun is always the same, 
but it shines brightest to us at noon. The 
cross of Christ was the noontide of everlasting 
love, the meridian splendor of eternal mercy. 
There were many bright manifestations of the 
same love before, but they were like the light 
of the morning that shines more and more unto 
_the perfect day ; and that perfect day was when 
Christ was on. the cross, when darkness coy- 

ered all the land. 
Comparisons can give but.a very imperfect 
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view of this love which passeth knowledge. 
Though we should suppose all the love of all 
the men that ever were or shall be on the earth, 
and all the love of the angels in heaven, united 
in one heart, it would be but a cold heart to 
that which was pierced with the soldier’s spear. 
The Jews saw but blood and water, but faith 
can discern a bright. ocean of eternal love flow- 
ing out of these wounds. We may have some 
impression of the glory of it by considering its 
effects. We should consider all the spiritual 
and eternal blessings received by God’s people 
for four thousand years before Christ was cru- 
cified, or that have been received since, or that 
will be received till the consummation of all 
things; all the deliverances from eternal mis- 
ery ; all the oceans of joy in heaven, the rivers 
of water of life, to be enjoyed to all eternity 
by multitudes as the sand of the sea-shore—we 
should consider all these blessings as flowing 
from that love that was displayed in the cross 
of Christ. 

Here shines also the glory of the incompre- 
hensible wisdom of God, which consists in pro- 
moting the best ends by the fittest means. The 
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ends of the cross are best in themselves, and 
the best for us that can be conceived—the glory 
of God, and the good of man; and the means 
by which it advances these ends are so fit and 
suitable, that the infinite depth of contrivance 
in them will be the admiration of the universe 
to eternity. 

It is an easy thing to conceive the glory of 
the Creator manifested in the good of an inno- 
cent creature, but the glory of the righteous 
Judge manifested in the good of the guilty 
criminal, is the peculiar mysterious wisdom of 
the cross. It is easy to conceive God’s right- 
eousness declared in the punishment of sins; 
the cross alone “declares his righteousness in 
the remission of sins.” Rom. 3:25. It magni- 
fies justice in the way of pardoning sin, and 
mercy in the way of punishing it. It shows 
justice more awful than if mercy had been ex- 
cluded, and mercy more amiable than if justice 
had been dispensed with. “It magnifies the 
law, and makes it honorable.” It magnifies 
the criminal who broke the law; and the re- 
spect put upon the law makes him honorable 
likewise. Yea, this is so contrived that every 
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honor done to the criminal is an honor done to 
the law, and-all the respect put upon the law 
puts respect also on the criminal; for every 
blessing the sinner receives, is for the sake of 
obedience and satisfaction made to the law not 
by himself, but by another, who could put infi- 
nitely greater dignity on the law; and the sat- 
isfaction of that other for the sinner, puts the 
greatest dignity on him that he is capable of. 
Both the law and the sinner may glory in the 
cross of Christ. Both of them receive eternal 
honor and glory by it. 

The glories that are found separately in the 
other works of God are found united here. 
The joys of heaven glorify God’s goodness, the 
pains of hell glorify his justice; the cross of 
Christ glorifies both of them in a more remark- 
able manner than heaven or hell glorifies any 
of them. ‘There is more remarkable honor 
done to the justice of God by the sufferings of 
Christ, than by the torments of devils; and 
there is a more remarkable display of the good- 
ness of God in the redemption of sinners than 
in the joy of angels; so that we can conceive 
no object, in which we can discover such man- 
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ifold. wisdom, or so deep contrivance for ad- 
vancing the glory of God. 

The like may be said of its contrivance for 
the good of man. It heals all his diseases, it 
pardons all his sins. It is the sacrifice that 
removes the guilt of sin; it is the motive that 
remoyes the love of sin: it mortifies sin and 
expiates it. It atones for disobedience, it ex- 
cites to obedience ; it purchases strength for 
obedience, it makes obedience practicable, it 
makes it delightful, it makes it acceptable, it 
makes it in a manner unavoidable, it constrains 
to it. It is not only the motive to obedience, 
but the pattern of it. It satisfies the curse of 
the law, and fulfils the commands of it. Love 
is the fulfilling of the law, the sum of which is 
the love of God and of our neighbor. The 
cross of Christ is the highest instance of both. 
Christ’s sufferings are to be considered as ac- 
tions. Never action gave such glory to God, 
never action did such good to man. And it is 
the way to show our love to God and man, by 
promoting the glory of the one, and the good 
of the other. 

Thus the sufferings of Christ teach us our 
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duty, by that love whence they flowed, and 
that good for which they were designed. But 
they. teach us not only by the design of them, 
but also by the manner of his undergoing them. 
Submission to God, and forgiveness of our ene- 
mies, are two of the most difficult duties. The 
former is one of the chief expressions of love 
to God, and the latter of love to man. But 
the highest submission is when a person sub- 
mits to suffering, though free of guilt; and the 
highest forgiveness is to forgive our murder- 
ers, especially if the murderers were persons 
who were obliged to us; as if a person not 
only should forgive them who took away his 
life, even though they owed him their own life, 
but also desire others to forgive them, pray 
for them, and as much as possible excuse them. 
This was the manner of Christ’s bearing his 
sufferings: “Father, thy will be done;” and 
“Father, forgive them; for.they know not what 
they do.” Luke 22:42; 23:34. 

Thus we see how fita means the cross is for 
promoting the best ends, for justification and 
sanctification. It would be too long to insist 
here in showing its manifold fitness for promot- 
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ing also joy and peace here, and everlasting 
happiness hereafter ; for no doubt it will be a 
great part of the future happiness to remember 
the way it was purchased, and to see the Lamb 
that was slain at the right hand of Him that 
gave him for that end. The things already 
adduced show that the incomprehensible wis- 
dom of God is gloriously displayed in the cross 
of Christ, because it hath such amazing con- 
trivance in it for advancing the good of man, 
as well as the glory of God; for that is the 
design of it, to show the glory of God and 
good-will towards man. - 

But it is not only the glory of Divine wis- 
dom that shines in this blessed object, but also 
the glory of Divine power. This, to them who 
know not Christ, is no small paradox ; but to 
them who believe, “ Christ crucified” is “the 
wisdom of God, and the power of God.” 1 Cor. 
1:23, 24. The Jews thought Christ’s cruci- 
fixion a demonstration of his want of power; 
hence they upbraided him, that he who wrought 
so many miracles suffered himself to hang on 
the cross. But this itself was the greatest mir- 
acle of all. They wg why he who saved 
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others saved not himself. They named the 
reason without taking heed to it. That was 
the very reason why at that time he saved not 
himself, because he “saved. others”—because 
he was willing and able to save others. The 
motive of his enduring the cross was powerful, 
divine love, stronger than death; the fruits of 
it powerful, divine grace, the “power of God 
to salvation,’ making new creatures, raising 
souls from the dead’; these are acts of Omnip- 
otence. We are ready to admire chiefly the 
power of God in the visible world, but the 
soul of man is a far nobler creature than it. 
We justly admire the power of the Creator in 
the motion of the heavenly bodies, but the mo- 
tion of souls towards God as their centre, is 
far more glorious: the effects of the same power 
far more eminent, and far more lasting. 

The wounds of Christ seemed effects of weak- 
ness, but it is easy to observe incomparable 
strength appearing in them. We should con- 
sider what it was that bruised him: “He was 
bruised for our iniquities.” The Scripture rep- 
resents them as a great burden, and describes 
us all as lying helpless under it, as a people 
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laden with iniquity. Christ bore our sins in 
his own body on the tree. He bore our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows: not those we feel 
here only, but those we deserved to feel here- 
after. We should consider who laid this bur- 
den on him: “The Lord laid on him the iniqui- 
ties of us all.” We might well say with Cain, 
our punishment was more than we were able 
to bear. This might be said to every one of 
us apart. But it was not the sins of one that 
he bore; he bore the sins of many, of multi- 
tudes as the sand on the sea-shore, and the 
sins of every one of them as numerous. This 
was the heaviest and most terrible weight in 
the world. 

The curse of the law was a weight sufficient 
to crush a world. They who first brought it 
on themselves found it so. It sunk legions of 
angels, who excel in strength, when they had 
abused that strength against the law, from the 
heavens of heavens to the bottomless pit. The 
same weight that had crushed rebel angels, 
threatened man for joining with them. Before 
man could bear it, before any person could 
have his own proportion of it, it behooved as 
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it were to be divided into numberless parcels. 
Man, after numberless ages, would have borne 
but a small part of it. “The wrath to come” 
would have been always wrath to come, to all 
eternity ; there would have been still infinitely 
more to bear. Christ only had strength to 
bear it all, to bear it all in a manner at once, 
to bear it all alone. None of the people were 
with him; our burden and our help was laid 
on One who was mighty. And his bearing it 
was a glorious manifestation of his might, of 
the noblest kind of might, that he was “mighty 
to save.” 

It is true that load bruised him; but we should 
not be surprised at that, if we considered the 
dreadfulness of the shock. Could we conceive 
the weight of eternal justice, ready to fall down 
like lightning, with violence upon a world of 
malefactors, and view that sacred body inter- 
posed between the load of wrath from above 
and the heirs of wrath below, we should not 
wonder at these bruises, we should not despise 
them. We should consider the event, had that 
wrath fallen lower. Had it met with no Ob 
stacle, it would have made havoc of another 
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kind; this world would have been worse than 
a chaos, and been covered with the dismal ef- 
fects of vindictive justice and divine oe 
vengeance. 

Although his sacred flesh was both mangled 
and marred with that dismal load, yet we should 
consider that it sustained it. Here was incom- 
parable strength, that it sustained that shock 
which would have ground mankind into pow- 
der; and he sustained it, as was said before, 
alone. He let no part of it fall lower. They 
who take sanctuary under this blessed covert, 
are so safe that they have no more to do with 
that load of wrath but to look to it, to see it 
given to that righteous One; and all that in 
effect is left to them in this matter, is by faith 
to look and behold what a load of vengeance 
was hovering over their guilty heads, and how 
that guiltless and spotless body interposed. 
They will see it crushed at a sad rate. But it 
is the end of the conflict that shows on what 
side the victory is: in that dreadful struggle 
Christ’s body was brought as low as the grave; 
‘but though the righteous fall, he rises again. 
~ Death was undermost in the struggle. It was 
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Christ that conquered in falling, and complet- 
ed the conquest in rising. The cause, design, 
and effects of these wounds show incomparable 
power and strength appearing in them. The 
same strength appeared in his behavior under 
them; and the manner in which he bore them, 
we see in the history of his death. He bore 
them with patience, and with pity and compas- 
sion towards others. A-small part of his sor- 
row would have crushed the strongest spirit on 
earth to death. The constitution of man is not 
able to bear too great violence of joy or grief; 
either the one or the other is sufficient to un- 
hinge our frame. Christ’s griefs were abso- 
lutely incomparable, but his strength was a 
match for them. 


These considerations serve to show that it 
is the greatest stupidity to have diminishing 
thoughts of the wounds of the Redeemer ; yet, 
_ because this has been the stumbling-block to 
the Jews, and foolishness to the Gentiles, and 
many professing Christians have not suitable 
impressions of it, it is proper to consider this 
subject a little more particularly. 
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It is useful to observe how the Scripture rep- 
resents the whole of Christ’s humiliation as 
one great action, by which he defeated the ene- 
mies of God and man, and founded a glorious 
everlasting monarchy. The prophets, and par- 
ticularly the Psalmist, speak so much of Christ 
as a powerful conqueror, whose enemies were 
to be made his footstool, that the Jews do still 
contend that their Messiah is to be a powerful 
temporal prince, and a great fighter of battles, 
one who is to subdue their enemies by fire and 
sword, and by whom they themselves are to be 
raised above all the nations of the world. If 
pride and the love of earthly things did not 
blind them, it were easy to see that the de- 
scriptions of the prophets are vastly too high 
to be capable of so low a meaning. This will 
be evident by taking a short view of them; 
which at the same time will show the glory of 
that great action just now spoken of, by show- 
ing the greatness of the design, and the effects 
of it. 

The prophets ofttimes speak more expressly 
of the Messiah as a great King, which is a 
name of the greatest earthly dignity. The 
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hand of Pilate was overruled to cause that 
title of honor to be written even on his cross. 
The glory of the kingdom that he was to found 
is represented in very magnificent expressions 
by the prophet Daniel: “Then was the iron, 
the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the 
wind carried them away, that no place was 
found for them: and the stone that smote the 
image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth.” “Forasmuch as thou sawest that 
the stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the 
brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the 
great God hath made known to the king what 
shall come to pass hereafter ; and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” 
“T beheld till the thrones were cast down, and 
the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was 
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the 
pure wool; his throne was like the fiery flame, 
and his wheels as burning fire. <A fiery stream 
issued and came forth from before him; thou- 
sand thousands ministered unto him, and ten 
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thousand times ten thousand stood before him: 
the judgment was set, and the books were open- 
ed.” “T saw in the night-visions, and behold, 
one like the Son of man came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 
and they brought him near before him. And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and _ 
a kingdom, that all people, nations, and langua- 
ges should serve him: his dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be de- 
stroyed.” Dan. 2:35,45; 7:9-14. Here are 
lively representations of unparalleled great- 
ness: an everlasting kingdom to be founded, 
strong obstacles to be removed, powerful ene- 
mies to be defeated. 

It is useful to observe the. wniversal impor- 
tance of this design: no part of the universe 
was unconcerned in it. The glory of the Cre 
ator was eminently to be displayed, all the 
divine persons were to be gloriously manifest- 
ed, the divine attributes to be magnified, the 
divine works and ways to be honored, the earth 
was to be redeemed, hell conquered, heaven 
' purchased, the law to be magnified and estab- 
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lished—its commandments to be fulfilled, its 
curse to be suffered; the law was to be satis- 
fied, and the criminal that broke it to be saved, 
and his tempter and accuser to be defeated ; 
the head of the old serpent was to be bruised, 


_ his works to be destroyed, and the principali- 


~ ties and powers of darkness to be spoiled and 
triumphed over openly. The principalities and 
powers of heaven were to receive new matter 
of everlasting hallelujahs, and new companions 
to join in them; the fallen angels were to lose 
their old subjects, and the blessed angels to 
receive new fellow-citizens. No wonder this 
is called the making a new heaven and a new 
earth; and even the face of hell was to be al- 
tered. Surely a more glorious design cannot 
be contrived; and the more we consider it, the 
more we may see the greatness of the action 
that accomplished it. : 
As the design was great, the preparations were 
solemn. The stage of it was to be this earth; 
it was chiefly concerned in it, it was solemnly 
prepared for it. This is the view given us of 
the providences that preceded it; they fitted 
the stage of the world for the great event, in 
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the fulness of time. If we saw clearly the 
whole chain of them, we would see how they 
pointed towards this as their centre, and how 
they contributed to honor it, or rather it re- 
flected the greatest honor upon them. The 


forecited prophecies in Daniel, besides several __ 
others, are instances of this. They show how 


the great revolutions in the heathen world 
were subservient to this design, particularly 
the succession of the four monarchies repre- 
sented in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. Their rise 
and overthrow were subservient to the rise of 
this monarchy, never to be overthrown. 

We see but a small part of the chain of prov- 
idence, and even that very darkly; but this 
perhaps is worth the observing briefly, that 
_ universal empire came gradually from the east- 
ern to the western parts of the world, from the 
Assyrians and Persians to the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. By this means greater communication 
and correspondence than formerly was opened 
between distant nations of the earth, from the 
rising to the setting of the sun. The kingdom 
represented by the stone cut out of the moun- 
tain, was to extend to both. However we think 


172 THE ATONEMENT. 


of this, it is certain that if we saw the plan of 
providence unfolded, we would see these and 
other revolutions contributing to the fulness of 
times, and adjusting the world to that state 
and form of things that was fittest for the Re- 
deemer’s appearance. 

These were a part of the preparations for 
the work in view, but they were but a part of - 
them; for all the sacrifices offered every morn- 
ing and evening for so- many ages were prepa- 
rations for it, and shadows of it. ‘The same 
may be said of other figures and types. The 
church of God for four thousand years waited 
with longing looks for this salvation of the 
Lord: they were refreshed with the sacrifices 
that prefigured it. The heathens themselves 
had their sacrifices. They had sinfully lost 
the tradition of the true religion and the Mes- 
siah handed down from Noah, yet Providence 
ordered it so that they did not wholly lose the 
rite of sacrificing. There is reason to acknow- 
ledge a particular providence preserving tradi- 
tion in this point; for how otherwise could it 
enter into men’s heads to serve their gods by 
sacrificing their beasts? It was useful that the 


GLORYING IN THE GROSS. 173 


world should not be entirely unacquainted with 
the notion of a sacrifice. The substitution of 
the innocent in the room of the guilty all point- 
ed towards this great oblation, which was to 
make all others to cease. The predictions of 
the prophets in different ages from Moses to 
Malachi, were also preparations for this great 
event. John the Baptist appeared as the morn- 
ing-star, the harbinger of the day-spring from 
on high. It was his particular office to pre- 
pare the way of the Lord before him. The 
evidence of the prophecies was bright; the Jews 
saw the time approaching; their expectations 
were big. Counterfeit Messiahs took advantage 
of it; and not only the Jews, but. even the hea- 
thens, probably by report from them, had a no- 
tion of an incomparably great person who was 
to appear about that time. These, besides 
many other great things, serve to show what 
glorious preparations and pomp went before 
the great work we are speaking of. 

. Here it may perhaps occur to some, that it is 
strange an action that had such great prepara- 
tions before it happened, was so little observed 
when it did happen. Strictly speaking, this 
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was not true. It was not much noticed indeed 
among blind and ignorant men; this was fore- 
told: but it had a noble theatre, the whole uni- 
verse were in effect spectators of it. The Scripture 
teacheth us to reflect on this particularly, to 
consider the principalities and powers in heay- 
enly places as attentive observers of this glorious 
performance. We may infer this, besides other 
scriptures, from the apostle’s words: “To the 
intent that now unto the principalities and pow- 
ers in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God.” Hph.3:10. 

These morning-stars shouted for joy, and 
sang together at the old creation. This was 
a new creation to sing at,a more amazing spec- 
tacle than the old. In that, the Son of God 
acted in the form of God; now he was to act 
in the low form of a servant. Nor was that 
the lowest part of it: he was to suffer in the 
form of a criminal, the Judge in the form of a 
malefactor, the Lawgiver in the room of the 
rebel. The creation was a mean theatre for . 
so great an event, and the noblest creatures 
unworthy judges of such an incomprehensible 
performance: its true glory was the approba- 
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tion of its infinite contriver, and that He at 
whose command it was done was fully well 
pleased with it. 

Yet to us, on whose natures example has so 
much influence, it may be useful to consider 
that honorable crowd of admirers and specta- 
tors that this performance had, and to reflect 
how heaven beheld with veneration what was 
treated on earth with contempt: it was a large 
theatre, multitudes as sand on the sea-shore, a 
glorious company. In Scripture, angels in com- 
parison of men are called gods. We are not 
sensible of their glory which struck prophets 
almost dead with fear, and tempted an apostle 
to idolatry ; but when the First-begotten is 
brought into the world, all these gods are com- 
manded to worship him: “ And let all the an- 
gels of God worship him.” »“ Worship him, all 
ye gods.” The place of Scripture where angels 
are called gods, is the place where they are 
commanded to worship Christ; and according 
to the same apostle, Heb. 1:6, it was a special 
time of his receiving this glory from the hosts 
of heaven, when his glory was to be veiled 
among the inhabitants of the earth. It is evi- 
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dent that they were spectators of all that he 
did in that state, and no doubt they were at- 
tentive spectators; they desired to look, as it 
were with outstretched necks, into these things. 
1 Pet. 1:12. Nor could they be unconcerned 
spectators; they were on divers accounts inter- 
ested in it. They did.not need a redemption 
themselves, but they delighted in ours. They 
loved Christ, and they loved his people. Their 
love interested them in the glory of the one 
and the other. All we know of their work and 
office, as Luther expresses it, is to sing in heav- 
en and minister on earth. Our redemption gave 
occasion for both. They sang for joy when it 
began at Christ’s birth; they went with glad- 
ness on messages of it beforehand to the proph- 
ets, and to the Virgin Mary; they fed Christ 
in. the desert, they attended him in his agony 
and at his resurrection, and accompanied him 
at his ascension ; they were concerned to look 
into these things in time that were to be re- 
membered to all eternity, and into that per- 
formance on earth that was to be the matter 
of the eternal hallelujahs in heaven. 

It should not therefore hinder our esteem of 
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this great work, that the great men on earth 
took no notice of it. They were but mean, 
blind, ignorant, vulgar, compared to these pow- 
ers and thrones just now mentioned, who be- 
held it with veneration. It is no disparage- 
ment to an excellent performance, that it is 
not admired by ignorant persons who do not 
understand it. The principalities in heaven 
understood, and therefore admired ; nor were 
the principalities and powers of darkness whol- 
ly ignorant of it. Their example should not 
be a pattern to us; but what they beheld with 
anguish, we should behold with transport. Their 
plot was to make the earth, if possible, a prov- 
ince of hell. They had heard of that glorious 
counterplot; they were alarmed at the harbin- 
gers of it; they looked on, and saw their plot 
step by step defeated, and the projects of eter- 
nal mercy going on. All the universe, there- 
fore, were interested observers of this blessed 
undertaking. Heaven looked on with joy, and 
hell with terror, to observe the event of an en- 
terprise that was contrived from everlasting, 
expected since the fall of man, and that was tc 
be celebrated to all eternity. 
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Thus we have before us several things that 
show the glory of the performance in view: the 
design, of universal importance; the preparation, 
incomparably solemn; a company of the most 
honorable attentive spectators. - 

As to THE PERFORMANCE ITSELF, it is plain it 
is not a subject for the tongues of men. The 
tongues of men are not for a subject above the 
thoughts of angels: they are but desiring to 
look into it, they have not seen fully through 
it; that is the work of eternity. Men may speak 
and write of it, but it is not so proper to de- 
scribe it as to tell that it cannot be described. 
We may write about it, but if all its glory 
were described the world would not contain 
its books. We may speak of it, but the most 
we can say about it is to say that it is unspeak- 
able; and the most that we know is, that it 
passes knowledge. It is He that performed 
this work, that can truly declare it. It is He 
who contrived, that can describe it. It is He 
who knows it. None knows the Father but 
the Son, or he to whom he shall reveal him. 
It is from him we should seek this knowledge ; 
what of it is to be had here is but in part, but 


GLORYING IN THE CROSS. 179 


it leads us to the place where it will be per- 
fect. Here we think as children, we speak as 
children; yet we are not therefore to neglect 
thinking or speaking of it. Our thoughts are 
useless without contemplating it, our speech 
useless without praising it. The rest of the 
history of the world, except as it relates to 
this, is but a history of trifles or confusions, 
dreams and vapors of sick-brained men. What 
we can know of it here is but little; but that 
little incomparably transcends all other know- 
ledge, and all other earthly things are but loss 
and dung to it. The least we can do is, with 
the angels, to desire to look into these things ; 
and we should put up these desires to Him 
who can satisfy them, that he may shine in our 
hearts by the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God. The true object of this know- 
ledge is the glory of God; the means of ob- 
taining it is light shining from God ; and as 
to the place into which it shines, it is into our 
hearts. We are therefore to desire that light 
from Him who is light itself. But our prayers 
should be joined with other means, particular- 
ly that meditation which Paul recommends to 
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Timothy: “ Meditate upon these things ; give thy- 
self wholly to them.” 1 Tim. 4:15. We ought 
to meditate on these things, so as to give our- 
selves wholly to them. Our meditation should 
be as lively, and as like to seeing the object 
before us, as possible. But itis not by strength 
of imagination that the soul is profited in this 
case, but by having the eyes of the understand- 
ing enlightened. Eph. 1:18. The makers and 
worshippers of images pretend to help us in 
this matter, by pictures presented to the eye of 
the body. But it is not the eye of sense or 
force of imagination, but the eye of faith, that 
can give us true notions and right conceptions 
of this object. 

Men may paint Christ’s outward sufferings, 
but not that inward excellence from whence 
their virtue flowed, namely, his glory in him- 
self, and his goodness to us. Men may paint 
one crucified ; but how can that distinguish the 
Saviour from the criminals? On each side of 
him we may paint his hands and his feet fixed 
to the cross; but who can paint how these hands 
used always to be stretched forth for relieving 
the afflicted and curing the diseased; or how 
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these feet went always about doing good; and 
how they cure more diseases, and do more good 
now than ever? We may paint the outward 
appearance of his sufferings, but not the inward 
bitterness or invisible causes of them. Men 
can paint the cursed tree, but not the curse of 
the law that made it so. Men can-paint Christ 
bearing the cross to Calvary, but not Christ 
bearing the sins of many. We may describe 
the nails piercing his sacred flesh ; but who can 
describe eternal justice piercing both flesh and 
spirit? We may describe the soldier’s spear, 
but not the arrows of: the Almighty; the cup 
of vinegar which he but tasted, but not the cup 
of wrath which he drank out to the lowest 
dregs; the derision of the Jews, but not the 
desertion of the Almighty forsaking his Son, 
that he might never forsake us who were his 
enemies. 

Those sorrows he suffered, and the benefits 
he purchased, are equally beyond description. 
Though we describe his hands and his feet 
mangled and pierced, who can describe how in 
one hand as it were he grasped multitudes of 
souls ready to sink into ruin, and in the other 
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hand an everlasting inheritance to give them ; 
or how these bruised feet crushed the old ser- 
pent’s head, and trampled on death and hell, 
and sin the author of both? We may describe 
the blood issuing from his body, but not the 
waters of life streaming from the same source, 
oceans of spiritual and eternal blessings. We 
may paint how that blood covered his own 
body, but not how it sprinkles the souls of 
others, yea, sprinkles many nations. We may 
paint the crown of thorns he wore, but not the 
crown of glory he purchased. Happy were it 
for us if our faith had as lively views of this 
object, as our imaginations ofttimes have of in- 
comparably less important objects: then would 
the pale face of our Saviour show more power- 
ful attractions than all the brightest objects in 
nature besides. Notwithstanding the gloomy 
aspect of death, it would discover such trans- 
cendent majesty as would make all the glory 
of the world lose its relish with us. We should 
see then indeed the awful frowns of justice; 
but these frowns are not at us, but at our ene- 
mies, our murderers, that is, our sins. The 
cross shows Christ’s pitying his own murder- 
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ers, but shows no pity to our murderers. There- 
fore we may see the majesty of eternal justice 
tempered with the mildness of infinite compas- 
sion. Infinite pity is an object worth looking 
to, especially by creatures in distress and dan- 
ger. There death doth appear in state, as the 
executioner of the law; but there he appears 
also deprived of his sting with regard to us. 
There we may hear also the sweetest melody 
in the world to the awakened sinner—that 
peace-speaking blood that speaks better things 
than that of Abel; the sweetest and loudest 
voice in the world, louder than the thunder on 
Sinai: its voice reacheth heaven and earth, 
pleading with God in behalf of men, and be- 
seeching men to be reconciled to God; speak- 
ing the most comfortable and the most season- 
able things in the world, to objects in distress 
and danger, that is, salvation and deliverance. 
Of the various views we can take of this 
blessed work, this is the most suitable, to con- 
sider it as the most glorious deliverance that ever 
was or will be. Other remarkable deliveran- 
ces of God’s people are considered as shadows 
and figures of this. Moses, Joshua, David, and 
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Zerabbabel, were types of this great Joshua; 
according to his name, so is he: JESus a deli 
erer., The number of the persons delivered 


- shows the glory of this deliverance to be un- 


ev 


paralleled : it was but one single nation that 


Moses delivered, though indeed it was a glori 


ous deliverance, relieving six hundred thousand 
at once, and a great deal more; but this was 
incomparably more extensive. The apostle 
John calls the multitude of the redeemed, “a 
multitude that no man could number,’ of all 
nations, kindreds, people, and tongues. The 


unparalleled glory of this deliverance appears 


not only in the number of the delivered, but also 
in the nature of the deliverance. It was not 
men’s bodies only that it delivered, but immortal 
souls, more valuable than the world. It was 
not from such a bondage as that of Egypt, but 
one as far beyond it as eternal misery is worse 
than temporal bodily toil; so that nothing can 
equal the wretchedness of the state from which 
they are delivered, but the blessedness of that 
to which they are brought. 

But here -we should not forget the opposition 
made against this deliverance. It was the great- 
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est that can withstand any good design. The 
apostle teaches to consider the Opposition of 
flesh and blood as far inferior to that of “ prin- 
cipalities and powers, and spiritual wickedness 
in high places.” Eph. 6:12. The devil is cail- 


ed “the god of this-world,’ and himself and 


his angels, “the rulers of the darkness of this 
world.” 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 6:12. They had 
obtained a dominion over the world, excepting 
that small corner Judea, for many ages, by the 
consent of the inhabitants. They found them 
not only pliable, but fond of their chains, and 
in love with their bondage. But they had 
heard of this intended enterprise of supreme 
power and mercy, this invasion and descent 
upon their dominions. They had heard of the 
design of bruising their head, overturning their 
government, making their slaves to revolt. 
Long experience had made them expert in the 
black art of perdition; long success made them 
confident, and their malice still pushed them 


on to opposition, whatever be the success. As _ 


they were no doubt apprized of this designed 
deliverance, and alarmed at the signs of its ap- 
proach, they made all preparations to oppose 
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it, mustered all their forces, employed all their 
skill, and as all was at stake, made their last 
efforts for a kind of decisive engagement; they 
armed every proper instrument, and set every 
engine of spiritual destruction working—temp- 
tations, persecutions, violence, slander, treach- 
ery, counterfeit Messiahs, and the like. 

Their adversary appeared in a form that did 
not seem terrible; not only as a man, but as 
one despised of the people, accounted as “a 
worm, and noman.” Psa. 22:6. But this made 
the event more glorious. It was a spectacle 
worth the admiration of the universe to see the 
despised Galilean turn all the artillery of hell 
‘back upon itself; to see one in the likeness of 
the Son of man wresting the keys of hell and 
death out of the hands of the devil; to see him 
entangling the rulers of darkness in their own 
nets, and making them ruin their designs with 
their own stratagems. They made one disciple 
betray him, and another deny him; they made 
the Jews accuse him, and the Romans crucify 
him; but the wonderful Counsellor was more 
than a match for the old serpent, and the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah too hard for the roaring 
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lion. The devices of these powers of darkness 
were in the event made means of spoiling and 
triumphing over themselves. The greatest cru- 
elty of devils and their instruments was made 
subservient to the designs of the infinite mercy 
of God; and that hideous sin of the sons of 
men overruled in a perfectly holy manner, for 
making an end of sin and bringing in everlast- 
ing righteousness. Dan. 9:24. The opposition 
made to this deliverance did but advance its 
glory, particularly the opposition it met with 
from those for whose good it was intended, 
that is, sinners themselves. This served to 
enhance the glory of mysterious long-suffering 
and mercy. 

It would take a long time to insist on all 
the opposition he met with, both from the ene- 
my of sinners and from sinners themselves; but 
at last he weathered the storm, surmounted 
difficulties, led captivity captive, obtained a 
perfect conquest, purchased an everlasting in- 
heritance, founded an everlasting kingdom, tri- 
_ umphed on the cross, died with the publishing 
of his victory in his mouth, “It is finished.” 

The world is represented as silent before the 
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Lord when he rose up to work this great de- 
liverance. And as was shown before, no part 
of the world was unconcerned in it; The ex- 
pectation was great, but the performance could 
not but surpass it. Every part of it was per- 
fect, and every circumstance graceful; nothing 
deficient, nothing superfluous, nothing but what 
became the dignity of the person, and the eter- 
nal wisdom of the contrivance. Hvery thing 
was suited to the glorious design, and all the 
means proportioned to the end. The founda- 
tion of the everlasting kingdom was laid be- 
fore it was observed by the men that opposed 
it, and so laid that it was impossible for the 
gates of hell to prevail against it—all things 
adjusted for completing the deliverance, and 
for securing it against all endeavors and at- 
tempts to overturn it. The great Deliverer, in 
that low disguise, wrought through his design, 
so as none could oppose it without advancing 
it to the full satisfaction of that infinite wisdom 
that devised it, and the eternal admiration of 
the creatures that beheld it. 

The Father was well pleased; heaven and 
earth rejoiced, and were astonished; the pow- 
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ers of hell fell down like lightning. In heaven, 
loud acclamations and applauses and new songs 
of praises began, that are not ended yet, and 
never will end; they will still increase—still 
new redeemed criminals from earth, saved from 
the gates of hell,-and entering the gates of 
heaven with a new song of praise in their mouths, 
add to the ever growing melody, of which they 
shall never weary; for that is their rest, their 
labor of love, never to rest, day nor night, giv- 
ing praise and glory to Him that sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb at his right, hand who 
redeemed them from all nations and tongues, 
washing them in his own blood, and making 
them kings and priests unto God. 

But still an objection may be made concern- 
ing the little honor and respect this work met 
with on earth, where it was performed. ‘This, 
duly considered, instead of being an objection, 
is a commendation of it. Sin had so corrupted 
the taste of mankind, that it had been a kind 
of reflection on this work, if it had suited it. 
- Herein the beauty of it appears, that it was 
above that depraved, wretched taste which it 
was designed to cure; and that it did actually 
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work that change on innumerable multitudes 
of nations. If the cross of Christ met with 
such contempt on earth, it met also with i incom- 
parable honor. s 

It made the greatest revolution in the world that 
ever happened since the creation, or that ever 
will happen till Shiloh come again—a more glo- 
rious, a more lasting change than ever was pro- 
duced by all the princes and conquerors in the 
world. It conquered multitudes of ‘souls, and 
established a sovereignty over men’s thoughts, 
wills, and affections. This was a conquest to 
which human power hath no proportion. Perse- 
cutors turned apostles; and vast numbers of pa- 


_ gans, after knowing the cross of Christ, suffered 


death and torments cheerfully to honor it. The 
growing light shone from east to west; and op- 
position was not only useless, but subservient 
to it. The changes it produced are sometimes 


described by the prophets in the Tage magnifi- 


cent expressions : thus for instance, it turned 
the parched ground into pools of vitae made — 


the habitations of dragons to become Places of 


grass and reeds and rushes; made the wilder- 
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ness to bud and blossom as ‘the rose. Isa. 35. Ee 
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It wrought this change among us in the utmost 
isles of the Gentiles. We ought to compare 
our present privileges with the state of our 
forefathers before they knew this blessed ob- 
ject ; and we shall find it owing to the glory 
of the cross of Christ, that we who are met — 
here to-day to worship the living God in order 
to the eternal enjoyment of him, are not wor- 
shipping sun, moon, and stars, por sacrificing 
to idols. 

But the chief effects of the cross of Christ, 
and which show most of its glory, are its in- 
ward effects on the souls of men. There, as was 
before hinted, it makes a new creation; Christ 
is formed in them, the source and the aps of 
glory. This is a glorious workmanship, the 
image of God on the soul of man. But sinee 
these effects of the cross of Christ are secret, 

and the shame put upon it ofttimes too public, 
and since human nature is so much influenced 
by example, it will be useful to take such a 
view of the honor done to this object, as may 
-arm us against the bad arena of stupid un- 
believers. 

The cross of Christ is an Biiect of such in- 
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comparable brightness, that it spread a glory 
round it to all the nations of the earth, all the cor- 
“ners of the universe, all the generations of time, 
and all the ages of eternity. The greatest actions 
or events that ever happened on earth, filled 
with their splendor and influence but a moment 
of time, and a point of space. The splendor of 
this great object fills immensity, and eternity. 
If we take a right view of its glory, we shall 


see it contemplated with attention, spreading 


influence, and attracting looks from times past, 
present, and to come; heaven, earth, and hell; 
angels, saints, devils. We shall see it to be 
the object both of the deepest admiration of 
the creatures, and the perfect approbation of 
the infinite Creator. “We shall see the best 
part of mankind, the church of God, for four 
thousand years looking forward to it before it 
happened; new generations yet unborn rising 
up to admire and honor it, in continual succes- 
sion, till time shall be no more; innumerable 
multitudes of angels and saints looking back to 
it with holy transport, to the remotest ages of 
eternity. Other glories decay by length of 
time: if the splendor of this object change, it 


GLORYING IN THE CROSS. 193 


will be only by increasing. The visible sun 
would spend his beams in process of time, and 
as it were grow dim with age; this object hath 
a rich stock of beams which eternity cannot 
exhaust. If saints and angels grow in know- 
ledge, the splendor of this object will be still 
increasing; it is unbelief that intercepts its 
beams: unbelief takes place only on earth, there 


is no such thing in heaven or in hell. It will sae , 
be a great part of future blessedness to remem- 


ber Him that purchased it; and of future pun- 
ishment, to remember Him that offered deliv- 
erance from it. It will add life to the beams 
of love in heaven, and make the flames of hell 
burn fiercer. Its beams will not only adorn 
the regions of light, but pierce the regions of 
darkness. It will be the desire of the saints in 
light, and the great eyesore of the prince of 
darkness and his subjects. 

Its glory produces powerful effects wherever 
it shines. They who behold this glory are 
transformed into the same image. An Ethio- 
pian may look long enough to the visible sun 
before it change his black color, but this does 
it. It melts cold and frozen hearts, it breaks 
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stony hearts, it pierces adamants, it penetrates 
through thick darkness. How justly is it call- 
ed marvellous light. It gives eyes to the blind 
to look to itself, and not only to the blind, but 
to the dead. It is the light of life, a powerful 
light; its energy is beyond the force of thun- 
der, and it is more mild than the dew on the 
tender grass. 

But it is impossible fully to describe all its 
effects, unless we could fully reckon up all the 
spiritual and eternal evils it prevents, all the 
riches of grace and glory it purchases, and all 
the divine perfections it displays. It has this . 
peculiar to it, that as it is full of glory itself, 
it communicates glory to alt that behold it 
aright. It gives them a glorious robe of right- 
eousness; their God is their glory; it calls 
them to glory and virtue; it gives them the 
spirit of God and of glory; it gives them joy 
unspeakable and full of glory here, and an ex- 
ceeding great and eternal weight of glory here- 
after. 

It communicates a glory to all other objects, ac- 
cording as they have any relation to it; it adorns — 
the universe; it gives a lustre to nature, and 
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to providence. It is the greatest glory of this 
_ lower world, that its Creator was for a while 
its inhabitant. A poor landlord thinks it a 
lasting honor to his cottage, that he has once 
lodged a prince or emperor; with how much 
more reason may our poor cottage, this earth, 
be proud of it, that the Lord of glory was its 
tenant from his birth to his death; yea, that _ 
he rejoiced in the habitable parts of it before 
it had a beginning, even from everlasting, Prov. 
8:31. 

It is the glory of the world, that He who 
formed it dwelt on it; of the air, that he breath- 
ed in it; of the sun, that it shone on him; of 
the ground, that it bore him; of the sea, that 
he walked on it; of the elements, that they 
nourished him ; of the waters, that they refresh- 
ed him; of us men, that he lived and died 
among us, yea, that he lived and died for us— 
that he assumed our flesh and blood; and car- 
ried it to the highest heavens, where it shines 
as the eternal ornament and wonder of the 
_ creation of God. It gives also a lustre to 
providence. It is the chief event that adorns 
the records of time, and enlivens the history 
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of the universe. It is the glory of the various 
great lines of providence, that they point at 
this as their centre; that they prepared the 
way for its coming; that after its coming they 
are subservient to the ends of it, though in a 
way indeed to us at present mysterious and 
_unsearchable. Thus we know that they fulfil 


either the promises of the crucified Jesus, or 


his threatenings ; and show either the happi- 
ness of receiving him, or the misery of rejecting 
him. ve Se 
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